August 26, 2008

The Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, August 26, 2008, in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with a devotional and prayer by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, at 7:00 p.m.

The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Associate Pastors Helen DeLeon and Caressa Murray; and,

· Active Elders Cathy Black, Jennifer Carr, Jeanette Chase, Watson DuPont, Gene Fisseler (Clerk), John Grady, Dan Hunter, Johnny Jones, John Jordan, Diane Kane, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, Al Manson, Melissa Moede, Roy Phillips, Michael Stearns, and Dennis Waehner.

The following members of Session were excused:  Active Elders Tye Cowan and John Dewey.
Also present was Treasurer Pat Koester.

A quorum was declared present by the Clerk and an Agenda for the meeting was approved.

New Members – The Moderator welcomed Shallon Barboza, 2008 Chair of the New Member Team, who introduced Stephanie and Joey Lane who had expressed a desire to become full members of Webster Presbyterian Church.  After learning a bit about the Lanes, Rev. Cooper asked a series of questions regarding their faith and commitment to the church.  Being satisfied with her answers, the Session voted to receive Stephanie Lane by Letter of Transfer and Joey Lane by Reaffirmation of Faith into Full Membership of Webster Presbyterian Church.  

The Session voted to approve minutes of the following:
· the June 24, 2008, Stated Meeting of Session; and,

· the July 22, 2008, Stated Meeting of Session.

Treasurer’s Report – The Session received the Treasurer’s report.  
Clerk’s Report
	Statistical Report

	
	
	
	

	
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of July 22, 2008
	  721
	400
	

	Gains
	
	
	

	Transfer of Letter 

	  + 0
	+ 0
	

	Reaffirmation of Faith
	 + 0
	+ 0
	

	Profession of Faith & Baptism
	  + 0
	+ 0
	

	
	
	
	

	Losses
	
	
	

	Transfer of Letter
	  - 2
	- 1
	Gildea

	Removal from Roll
	  - 0
	- 0
	

	Death

	  - 0
	- 0
	

	Membership as of August 26, 2008
	  719
	399
	

	
	
	
	

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	+141
	
	

	Total children, youth and adults
	  860
	
	


New Business
· The Session voted to approve the baptism of Jackson Dale Murphy, grandson of Laurie Albrigo, to be baptized on September 14, 2008.
· The Session voted to ratify its election of Active Elders Jennifer Carr and Mary Lawrence to serve commissioners for WPC at the August 23 Stated Meeting of New Covenant Presbytery.

· The Session voted to approve the request by Watson Dupont for Suzan Hawkinson to officiate the marriage of Jennifer Dupont and Jeffry Kinzler on June 20, 2009 at WPC.

· Following a discussion regarding the appropriate placement of certain item that were given to the church by Clay Anderson (member, NASA astronaut, and International Space Station resident for six months in 2007), it was determined that the most appropriate location would be the niches in the foyer of the Fellowship Hall.  The items themselves accompanied Clay during his stay on the ISS.
Committee/Team Actions and Reports

· Administration

· Communication – The long awaited church member pictorial directories are received.  Distribution will begin immediately.  Due to office staffing issues, production of the monthly church newsletter is on temporary hiatus. 
· Personnel – Job descriptions for the Minister of Youth, Children & Families is complete.  The Personnel Policy is being reviewed and all recommended changes will be presented to the Session.  It was requested that Committee member Janis Edwards, who is beginning her chemotherapy, be remembered in our prayers.
· Stewardship & Finance – Preparations for an audit/financial review of fiscal year 2007 are underway.  The first cut at a 2009 budget indicates a greater than 10% increase over 2008.
· Buildings & Grounds – Four leaks were reported in the Administration Building roof and a full replacement may be in order.

· Care of Members 

· Care – The numbers of guests visiting Sunday worship are much above previous months.  Unfortunately, the August 10 Open Door class had to be cancelled, but it will be rescheduled.  Stephen Ministers were commissioned during the July 13 worship services.
· Fellowship – The date of the Annual Shrimp Boil is September 17.  There was considerable discussion about the October 15 Tabletop Brigade fundraiser.  There is confusion as to whether the funds raised can be used to purchase equipment for and upgraded kitchen associated with the Fellowship Hall or if the funds can only be used for building construction.  Discussion regarding this matter will continue.
· Christian Nurture Ministries

· Children’s Ministry – The Children’s Musical will be presented on February 15, 2009.

· Youth Ministry – September 7 is Rally Day, the theme of which is “Jesus Rocks.”  The immediately previous Saturday will be spent sprucing up our classrooms.
· Adult Ministry – The committee has approved the use of Traveling Light, by author Max Lucado, for use by one of the covenant groups.  Fifty-three participants are signed up for the Women’s Retreat.  Fall Sunday School classes include An Epic Telling of the Book of Ecclesiastes led by Rev. Cooper, The Multicultural Church led by Rev. Tim Phillips, Human Suffering led by Ed Tobia, and Getting from Sunday to Monday led by Mary Lawrence.
· Mission – About a dozen volunteers are signed up for the annual adult mission trip to New Orleans which is set to begin the last weekend in September.  WPC is the official host for the 2008 CROP Walk that will take place on Sunday, October 12, starting and ending in Clear Lake Park.
· Outreach – The sign committee has determined that a fairly simple church sign can be installed near the corner of NASA Parkway and Austin Street for less than $30,000.  
· Worship – In preparation for Rally Day, a Sanctuary Guild workday is on the calendar for Saturday, September 6.  Our praise band, Joyful Noyz, has a new drummer…Greg Wilson will follow his son Michael’s footsteps.  
Old Business – Mary and Jennifer reported on the recent Presbytery of New Covenant Stated Meeting.  There was a report presented regarding the status of Heritage Presbyterian Church and there was an overarching “multicultural” ambience and theme to the meeting. 
Next Meeting:

· The next Stated Meeting of Session is September 23, 2008, 7:00 p.m.
The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 9:35 p.m. 


Gene Fisseler










Clerk of Session

