CHRISTIAN NURTURE MINISTRY

COMMITTEE MEETING

AUGUST 18, 2008

Attending were Al Manson: Chairman of Adult Ministry,  and Cathy Black: Chairman of Children Ministry, John Grady, Chairman of the Youth Ministry and Associate Pastors Helen DeLeon and Caressa Murray.  The meeting was opened with prayer.

The agenda of this meeting was to give each of the ministry areas the opportunity to review their status and immediate needs.  These will be reported by each Ministry to the Session under their own report.  It is intended that each of the three Ministry areas will continue to make their own report to the Session.  Those issues which required the attention of  the Christian Nurture Committee were addressed at the time of the individual report.

As Chairman of the Christian Nurture Committee, in preparation for the submission of our 2009 budgets, I attended the  earlier individual meetings of the Children, Youth and Adult Ministry Committee meetings.  I participated in the development of the line Items of the budget and supported the justifications for the dollar requirements.  Since I had been involved with each ministry, we agreed that Children, Youth and Adult would submit their budgets directly to Finance.  A final  review of the budgets was completed at the C.N. Ministry Committee meeting.  

The minutes of the Children & Youth Safety Commission Meeting had been distributed for review and were discussed at the meeting.  The Commission will serve under and report to the Christian Nurture Committee of our WPC Session.   Rev. Caressa Murray will serve as Moderator and Staff Liaison.

Rally Day is planned for Sept. 7, during the Sunday School hour.  Children, Youth & Adult Ministries have met during the summer to make the plans.  The theme for Rally Day is: “Jesus Rocks”.  Starting at 9:45 am, Children, Youth & Adult will meet in the Sanctuary to celebrate our new Sunday School Fall Term with a skit and wonderful music.  At approximately 10:10 am Children and Youth will go to their classroom areas for further fellowship and preparations for the beginning of their Sunday School year.  Adults will meet in Bouton Hall for some refreshments and fellowship and discussions of the Adult Ministry programs.  

For Rally Day, a brochure has been prepared detailing all of the Christian Nurture Ministry programs being offered for the Fall.  Children, Youth & Adult leaders will be stationed in the sanctuary, at both services, on Rally Day, to pass out brochures.  The brochures will also be available to the congregation and visitors all during the year.  

In preparation for the new Christian Nurture Fall Term and as part of the developing process of the new Christian Nurture Ministry, a mission statement was developed and agreed to by the Committee:

“The Christian Nurture Committee of WPC is designed and commissioned to guide and enable people of all ages to develop their faith and grow in their relationship with God and others.  Christian nurture is a life-long process of searching, learning, listening, discovering, exploring one’ faith and caring for others.  From children to older adults, we seek to educate, equip and empower people to live as Christ’s disciples in this world through faithful worship, study, and action.  We accomplish this through large and small groups, inspired teacher, committed mission opportunities, meaningful fellowship, care giving and enthusiastic study of the Word.  Our hope is that those under our guidance and care will discover and utilize their gifts and abilities for the glory of God and become who God has called them to be.”

The meeting was closed with prayer.  The next meeting will be September 15. 

John Dewey, Chairman

