WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – April 11, 2024
When: 7:00PM at Kim’s house and via Zoom
Attendees:  Anya Ezhevskaya, Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Debbie Masden, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, and Jean Zophy
Ralph opened with a prayer.

Sharing/Other:
Discussed the April 08th Eclipse viewing.
April 05 Art Talk was not well attended, but team had our Earth Care board up and maybe four more people have signed up for pollinator workshop.  The Presenter, Bobby Nolen(?) was interested in our Earth Care team.
Input into Dallas International University manual/book with activity for “Art Show with creation care theme”.  Anya’s colleague asked for a 2 page max write-up to go into a book: Seven steps to get people involved.  Sparking creativity, using arts toward attaining a goal in the community. So our community is the Earth care group.  We write up a brief discussion on an art show with an earth show theme. If you could write in a way that is applicable for a global audience (i.e. addressing pollution, clean water).  What might be an environmental issue they would be dealing with. How fragile and beautiful our earth is. Deadline in 2 weeks.

Upcoming Interfaith Ministries Earth Care (04/18) and Men’s group (04/17) presentations, Joe is presenting what our Earth Care group is doing.  He wants to propose doing some cooperative events. Anya was thinking how we could ask about Hurricane preparedness kits. Those able to deliver to shut ins.
Earth Day Celebration Event Planning
· Liturgy for Earth Day service, April 21, planning by Jean.
· Earth Day Celebration: On April 21, host a vegetarian luncheon and Solar Panel Party, with a guest speaker, Kyle McAuliffe from the Houston Zoo.  Kim informed Jennifer of our upcoming plans.  Joe is making Table tents of information on solar panels.  Meet in Bouton Hall on Saturday at 1PM to set up ten tables with tables cloths, table tents and potted plants. Announce pollinator workshop at Earth Day celebration. For the luncheon, Earth Care to use church plates, mugs and make coffee, lemonade and have water pitcher options.  Our team needs to wash dishes/mugs afterword, but plan to use recycled paper napkins and reusable drinking cups.  Saturday post flyers. Ralph A/V set-up in Bouton Hall.  Luncheon Kim is coordinating food: 3 salads, pimento cheese, sandwiches, cookies. Sunday Start setting up at 9am.
· WPC Pollinator workshop with speaker:  On April 27 from 10:30 to 12:00 coordinated Brenda, with Phyllis getting potting supplies.  Brenda to find assortment of flowing plants with some Native Milkweeds.  Brenda coordinating guest speaker Cheryl Folkes.  She is providing plants for 15 people participating in pollinator workshop with perennis milkweed and firewheel plants/tropical sage for people to build. Cheryl giving presentation 30 minutes in Meeting room on Native plants in your yard. Then outside under the oaks have three tables for building pots with two plants.
· McWhirter plant workshop: Plant workshop for Makers Eve event targeting for September or October; Brenda coordinating with Judy Brown.  With this season change need to determine what plants to use?
Other 2024 plans:
· Fall camping trip in Oct/Nov.
WPC Green Items
On-going activities:
· Use of recycled paper towels:  Transitioning to replace other dispensers as working down existing inventory.  Consider next locations: office sink, Fellowship Hall or C.E. Wing RRs.
· Anya to lead repainting rain barrel(s) with Debbie and Brenda helping.
New Activities to investigate:
· Electric water heaters: Reviewing cost effectiveness for programmable timers for Sanctuary (i.e. contact Deacons and Janitorial staff about system powered only on Sunday) and/or Fellowship Hall (i.e. contact Jennifer Carr for day/night options). 
Movie Night:
· Joe does not recommend “Common Ground.”   Considering Galapagos Islands / Brazil trips since other didn’t work. 

Garden Sharing (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast) 

April 14 – Anya/Jeanette
May 12 (Mother’s Day) – Ralph and Brenda 
June 09 – Phyllis/Jean
July through September off, next date is Oct. 13.

Budget: 
Our 2024 annual budget is $400.  

Education Item:
On hold till May with all the Earth Day events.
Next Meeting
The next Earth Care meeting is Thursday, May 30 at the Faxel’s home at 7PM, with the option to join by Zoom.
Future Educational Items
With the many activities in the Springtime let us forgo the Education Item until May.
May - Anya
June - Debbie
August - TBA

Recycling Schedule (Changing back to monthly – also picking up some recycling from Fellowship kitchen)

To inform Liz that it’s ok to recycle envelopes with windows as well as cardboard, but not shredded paper or similar cut strips from the paper cutter.  Also, forward to Liz the recycling scheduled showing who will be picking up each month.

April – Anya
May – Ralph
June – Kim
July – Joe

Watering Schedule
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim  (Team as backup)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Team is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Jean closed the meeting with a prayer.
