WPC Earth Care Team Minutes  – April 13, 2023 
When:  Via Zoom at 7:00PM
Attendees: Cathy Black, Anya Ezhevskaya, Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig, Debbie Masden, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Jean Zophy
Ralph opened us with a prayer.

Sharing/Other:
· NPSOT plant sale at UHCL EIH on Saturday, April 15 from 8-10AM.  
· Our WPC Moon trees are 1 year old on April 07th.  Thanks to Team Moon Tree of Cathy Black, Sandy Dwyer, Debbie Masden, Ralph Faxel and Kim Kinzler .  
· Joe found an article about the Moon Trees in The Bay Area Citizen newspaper.
· WPC Lake Somerville campout had 20 campers with 8 children.  Consider swapping the Fall kayaking with the Spring campout.  
· The City Nature Challenge is April 28th through May 01st.  It’s about taking a nature photo in the greater Houston area and posting it on the iNaturalist smartphone application.  Take and post just one picture for you to be counted as an observer for our area!
Earth Day planning:
a) Presbyterian Women’s Organization speaker/presentation on April 22 at Pines Presbyterian Church.  The presenters are Phyllis Koenig and Jean Zophy with a collective team including Brenda Faxel and Jeanette Schawrz creating a 30 minute presentation and 20 minute Q&A.  Presentation is WPC becoming an Earth Care Congregation.   
b) Earth Day service on April 23rd:  Jean Zophy wrote the liturgy service and Joe Schwarz giving the Minute for Mission.  After the service, Dr. Cindy Howard will talk about the importance of Ecology.  
With many coordinating lunch event details as:  
Jennifer Carr - a Veggie Soup, 
Cathy Black – Coordinator with Jennifer,
Cathy Black – Plants on the tables,
Anya Ezhevskaya – Sell Earth Day signs on Sunday April 16th,
Brenda Faxel – Introduction for Dr. Howard,
Brenda Faxel – Share info on why pollinators are important, send to Anya and cc Jean,
Brenda Faxel-Drawing prize-a native plant,  
Ralph Faxel – Sign-up people for Pollinator workshop on May 06th,
Ralph Faxel – Setup tables on Saturday, April 22nd,
Kim Kinzler – Earth Care team food items such as appetizers, bread, salad, or dessert,
Kim Kinzler – Coloring books and crayons for kids to use during speaker presentation, and
Jean Zophy – Vegetarian recipe listings.

c) Pollinator Container Garden Workshop for our congregation on Saturday, May 06 from 11:00 to 12:30PM.  The event is BYOPot and planning for a total of about 40 people.   With many bringing event supplies as:
Brenda Faxel – plants and extra plastic pots,
Ralph Faxel – soil,
Kim Kinzler- Marigold plants,
Phyllis Koenig – to pickup about 15 spare pots from her, and
Joe Schawrz – gravel.
d) Frontier Utility box update – on hold till after Earth Day celebrations.

Solar Panel Update:
The installer, Light House Solar, is coming the end of the month to finalize roof design and make initial utility connections.  The installation is soon to begin.      

Calculating Climate Change Impact for our WPC Building and its events:
Joe Schawrz is accumulating the data for making these calculations.  The Presbytery has an overture to reduce our carbon footprint by 25% over 4 years.  

Movie Night:
The Wild and Scenic Film Festival is not scheduled for Houston in 2023.  Joe Schawrz has other options for us.  June 9 at 7PM show “2040 Regeneration.”  

Earth Care Web page:
Joe Schawrz is looking into revising our web site with new pictures and information potentially quarterly.  Anya Ezhevskaya is updating the WPC marque for Earth Day.  

New PR Coordinator role:   
We are just getting going.  Jeanette is sending out constant contacts for upcoming Earth Day events.  

Garden Sharing: (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast):  					  	Garden Sharing Schedule:
· May (Mother’s Day) - Anya and Jean
· June – The Faxels
· October - TBD
Budget:
· Earth Care 2023 budget for 2023 is $450, an increase from $300. Remember to turn in your Earth Day event or Butterfly Garden expenses.  Paying $75 for annual membership donation to Presbyterian for Earth Care.
Educational Item:  – Brenda shared a nice presentation for the upcoming April PWO talk.  
Next Meeting:
· May meeting date:  Thursday, May 11,  at 7PM either at the Faxels or Kinzlers with a zoom option.
Future Educational Items:
· May - Kim
· June - Joe
Recycling Schedule: (changing back to monthly) - also picking up some from Fellowship kitchen.
· April – Kim and Debbie
· May – Joe
· June - Faxels
Watering Schedule: 
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month) 
· Week 1 – Kim ( team is backup)  - Kim start us back watering as it has been dry.
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup) 
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Allens are backup) 
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup) 
· Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup) 
Ralph closed us with a prayer. 
