WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – March 31, 2022
When:  Via Zoom at 7PM
Attendees: Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Cathy Black, Debbie Masden, and Phyllis Koenig.
Ralph opened with a prayer.
Sharing/Other
· Joe, while biking and camping, sent an email from Creation Justice about having a first-ever Blue Theology Summer Youth program in Texas City.  
· What is Blue Theology? The Blue Theology youth program is a place where current science in marine biology informs a theology of creation care. A week with Blue Theology is part science, part-science, and part-adventure. We think of the ocean as a “call to worship,” inspiring us both spiritually and as ocean advocates. Through kayaking, aquarium visits, beach clean-ups and more, we are able to connect with both the ocean and God.
· Blue Theology’s Website:  Learning/Serving, Blue Theology Mission Station,
· If interested contact: gabrielle@creationjustice.org. 
· Cathy noted that Interfaith Power & Light has a featured film for April to host as a group screening.  
· Ralph noted about a plastic recycling program.  This is collecting CLEAN plastic grocery bags, produce bags, Ziploc bags, bread bags, newspaper sleeves, bubble wrap and other acceptable plastic film in the TREX recycle bins at Carbide Park or UHCL. 
· I understand that the plastic recycling bin for UHCL is at the EIH building. 
Earth Day Celebration
· Looking into having a couple of speakers (i.e. via zoom) and a workshop around Earth Day, April 21, 2022.
· Speakers are:
· Houston Native Plants on April 21, by Rowena McDermid at 7PM
· Workshop: make a pollinator container garden Saturday, April 09 1:30 to 2:30. This had great attendance with 32 people.  Thanks to Brenda and Phyllis for setting this up.
· Jean and Kim are working with WAM for Earth Day service and would like to keep the date, April 24, which is close to Earth Day.
Earth Care team to sell Earth Day signs on April 10th for $10. Thanks Anya for finding the signs in the “mechanical room” (Glenn’s old office) and to everyone for making the day a success.  I understand from Kim we sold 24 signs.  Now remember to put out the sign after Easter!
Action: To all, coordinate church communications and event ideas.
Camping Trip
The cost per family is $30.
Activities for the weekend - lead:
· Photo scavenger hunt - Brenda
· Bird hike – Ralph
· ‘Leave No Trace’ – Leo
· Leaf Rubbings - Kim
· Bring your funnest outdoor games - all
·  Sunday School: Liturgical Meditation with photography  – Anya
· Worship – Jean and Kim
Reserved group camping site at Stephen F. Austin (~75 miles) for April 22-24, 2022.
Action: To all, coordinate church communications and event ideas.
Moon Tree  
Dedication is April 03.
Actions: Thanks to the team for your help with all Moon Tree dedication and tree planting preparations.  Now, working on organising a watering schedule with various committee teams to each taking a week during the month. 
Solar Panel Update
Action:   The Solar Panel team to review the selected vendor contract details with Campus Management, Mission and Finance committees before going to Session for project approval.
Movie Night
“Kiss the Ground” movie was a success!  Great Job to the Schwarz’s to organize and set it up.  Thanks for the popcorn!
Future Movie options:  
· “Biggest Little Farm” 			   (2018) 1hr 31 min 	
· “Happening: A Clean Energy Revolution”  (2017) 1 hr 11 min	
Action: All other movie night planning and date recommendations.  Considering a May date. 
Educational Item 
Cathy shared learning she has on being Earth friendly.   
· A recipe for Alice's wonder spray - all purpose cleaner. I use it all the time.  I usually double the recipe. ingredients- liquid dish soap  (I use lemon) , white distilled vinegar, borax, purified or distilled water, an essential oil or two. A clean 16 oz trigger spray bottle Mix 2 tbsp of vinegar with 1 tsp borax. Fill rest of bottle with very hot water. Shake until Borax is dissolved. Add 1/4 cup liquid dish detergent last. To scent add 10-15 drops of an essential oil. I usually combine a couple. I use rose and lavender.  It is very important to dissolve borax and add items in the order stated . Keep borax safe away from children.
· She also talked about using a leaf vacuum mulcher, which she can put the mulched and bagged leaves into her composting bin. 
Next Meetings
· May 12 at 7PM
· June 09 or 16th ? at 7 PM
Future Educational Items
· May – Kim or Debbie (TBD) 
· June - Ralph

Recycling Schedule (back to monthly)
· April – Kim
· May – Schwarzs
· June - Debbie 
· July – Faxels

Watering Schedule
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim  (Team as backup)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Cathy is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)

Closing Prayer
