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Jesus Christ is the fountainhead and foundation of my faith. Through Jesus God has disclosed who God is, a loving, grace-giving, healing, caring, compassionate, justice-seeking, redeeming Trinity. 

God is Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer which for me means that all of life is a gift from God. I did not earn life. It was given to me. Every breath I take is in response to the gift of breath that God supplies. I often ask people in a funeral celebration to relax and take a deep breath. Then I ask, “how much did you pay for that breath?” Every breath is a gift. 

God has redeemed and continues to redeem all of creation. God has done this through the atoning sacrificial love of Jesus on the cross but also through the bodily resurrection of Jesus and his glorious ascension. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit empowers each person to grow into the person that God created us to be. The Spirit convicts, challenges, edifies, gathers, and unites believers into a beautiful ONENESS in God. 

The Church is the loving bride of Jesus Christ. She is his creation by water and the Spirit. Baptism is essential showing forth the magnificent adoption we have been given to be called God’s children. God cherishes us and gathers us into a community called to do one thing which is to love and serve God and the other. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is the continuing experience of our baptismal identity in Christ. We come to the Table to be fed and nurtured by God’s grace and to be empowered to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God. Having been fed at God’s Table we are then commissioned to go out into the world to spread the “Good News” of God’s love through Word and Deed. 

The following charge at the end of a worship service sums up my faith: “Go out into the world in peace, have courage, hold onto to what is good. Return no one evil for evil. Strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak, and help the suffering, honor all people. Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.”
