Family Ministry Committee minutes – Mar 27, 2022

In attendance: Jessie Kuehner, Bill Lopez, Vincent Cianchetti, and Al Strahan



Lent/Easter activities – Jessie coordinating

    - 35 Lent bags prepared for children/youth/families, most delivered or picked up
         - appreciated the help here
    - Easter Egg hunt at WPC, Saturday April 16, 10 am, masks required, meet in front of 
          Sanctuary
         - collecting eggs in Narthex on April 3rd & 10th  
         - asking folks to stuff with candy, stickers or small toys & tape shut
         - so far have 3 volunteers to help with hunt

Status on Young Families & Intergenerational Sunday School – Jessie provides

    - Mary Helen covered Sunday School earlier in the day, modest turn out
    - Had Movie Night on Mar 26 outside, watched ‘Encanto’  
         - 3 families attended, one bi-lingual, enjoyed that aspect of movie
    - Upcomming events (coordinated with Young Families)
         - End of May - End of School Sprngikler/Water Balloon party in Jessies backyard
         - June 5, 12, 26 (Sunday afternoons) – Kids & Loving Adults Camp (more below)
         - August picnic (a Sunday before school starts) – an afternoon picnic on church grounds
    - Won’t finalize more til new Christian Education & Fellowship Team meets

Kids & Loving Adults Camp – Jessie coordinating (also part of her CE cert)

    - 3 Sunday afternoons at church (slipping Father’s Day), TBD time, (2 – 4 or 3 – 5 pm)
    - Help children and their adults learn more about worship & worshipping together
         - open to paranets, grandparents, aunts, uncles, whoever is the loving adult in the child’s
                  life
         - worship education for adults, and why we worship as we do
         - also games, arts, crafts
         - snacks for kids
         - also focus on human growth and development, drawing from Reform Theology
         - Coco Motly and Kaylie will help, maybe also Libby & Erica
    - Jessie will have more details
    - This will also be Jessie’s final Project for here Christian Education Certification

    - Rev Keith and Dan Walker have agreed to be part of Jessie’s certification group
    - Al Strahan also offered, though will have to be approved by Session        

Church Key for Jessie

    - Would help for Jessie to have a church key to support her Young Families & Christian Education work (June Class, Egg Hunt, movie night, other future activies)
         - access to bathrooms and other facilities with support equipment, etc
         - Family Ministries Committee agrees and supports
         - James Kinzler (head of grounds) agrees and supports
         - Jessie used to have a key some years ago when she lead youth
         - Logistically easier than always calling in someone else with key
    - Liz Guyer has keys and can provide is others approve
    - Al will coordinate with Liz ans Rev Keith
           (Rev Keith has since verbally approved, in discussion after church on Apr 10) 

Looking to the Future and new Christian Education & Fellowship Committee

    - Rev Keith proposed the first meeting of new C.E. & Fellowship on Monday April 18
         - This date did not work for anyone in the Family Ministries meeting
                 - Mondays worst nigt: scouts night for 3 (Al, Jessie, Bill) school issue for Vincent
                 - We proposed possibly Sunday, (Tuesday another long term option)
                 - Rev Keith agreed to some Sunday 4 pm (date TBD, though soon)
                      (noted in conversation on April 10 - thanks to Keith)
    - Would like for Zoom to still be an option to help folks with scedule
    - Discuss potential benefits of new committee
         - Could improve communication, especially among those doing Christian Education
         - Could facility further coordination of lessons/literugy (we had been trying to pursue this)
                 - more coordination across age groups and with sermon – we all like the idea
         - Consistent with other/tradition churches – Jessie confirms and supports
         - Understand and support idea to help Felloswhip activities
                 - also consistent with goals/activites of Young Families group (meet for fun, etc)
    - Possible concerns with new committee
         - Larger committee/more scope, make it harder to address details
         - meeting date may be a challenge, as noted above
    - This likely the last formal meeting of the Family Ministries Committee
         - we will support/coordinate into our new roles in larger committee
         - foresee need for detailed focused ad hoc/splinter meetings to address particular 
           activities/goals in the future (a class, a camp, a fellowship activity, a coordinated    
           education program, etc) if larger committee proves to have too broad a focus to address

New Coffee Fellowship

    - I talked a bit on new Session business, including support for Coffee Fellowship
         - trying to find new ways to outreach to folks, especially as we recover from Covid
                 - many local churches successful with this, also Keith’s previous church in N.C.
         - I noted to Vincent, offer from Gary Mossmon to talk Yoith interests
             - Vincent notes that with church at 10, youth won’t show before, 
                   could be interested after
    - There is still strong interst from Youth and Intergenerational class to finish out rooms in 
          Education Building, to allow for its use (Intergenerational group been meeting in Bouton 
          Hall) - Will talk with James   

Nursery Help

     - Jessie suggests UHCL job board as a source, Keith likes idea
     - This suggestion needs to get to Peronnel 
            - I should ping Pat Koester with this idea (Jessie may have since done this, if not, I will)

Constant Contact, Bulletin, etc

     - Jessie still having to work request through our committee (soon to be a larger committee)
             - We sould pursue an understanding with Bulletin, Constant Contact, etc, that Jessie OK 
                to make direct requsts for her work with young families, Christian Education, etc. - just 
                cc other committee members to maintain full visibility.


Some Actions

     Al – still needs to secure photo releases from the various families
     Al (and all) – coord with James to continue work Christian Ed building
     


