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A Zoom meeting was held April 9, 2021 at 7:00 pm.
Attendees:  Kim Kinzler, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Cathy Black, Phyllis Koenig, Jean Zophy, Debbie Masden, and Bill and Kathy Dixon. 
Kim gave the opening devotional and prayer. 
Climate Church, Climate World Book Club Update
The book study concluded on April 3rd with a question-and-answer session with the author, Jim Antal.  On April 10th, Bill Bray of Citizens’ Climate Lobby will be speaking to the group.  The Earth Care team is invited to attend the session if they are interested.  
Solar Panel Project Update
Joe reported that the team evaluating the proposal to install solar panels has determined that the economics of the project are less attractive than originally hoped.  The team has discovered that the highest 15-minute usage, which determines the price charged for electricity transmission, occurs during the night during the wintertime to heat the sanctuary.  Heating for the sanctuary is provided by electric heaters.  Solar panels would not provide electricity during this time and would not help to decrease this peak usage.  This finding was surprising, and the team plans to look into ways to better manage the energy usage at the church.  
Joe reminded us that the church currently has a contract with Green Mountain Energy, which ensures that on an annual basis, 100% of our paid electricity usage is produced using renewable resources. 
Butterfly Waystation Garden
Kim reported that the new plants put in on March 19th are doing well.  Phyllis has some more plants to be added.  We will plan to do the planting on Sunday, April 11th at 10:30 am.  Phyllis recommended adding mulch closer to May 1st, which is the date of the outdoor memorial service for BC Whigham.  
WPC Memorials
Phyllis has ordered an engraved memorial rock for BC Whigham to put in the butterfly waystation garden.  The memorial service for BC will be May 1st at 2:00 pm in the meditation garden.  A hibiscus in her memory will be planted in the butterfly waystation garden. 
Earth Day Sunday, April 18th
The filming of the Earth Day service will be done tomorrow, April 10th.  
· The music, liturgy and sermon will have an earth care theme.
· Joe will present a Minute for Ministry that will tell the congregation about the video to be posted on Earth Day, April 22nd.
· India will add slides of favorite places in nature to run during the prelude and postlude.  The Earth Care team is to submit photos to India, if they have not already done so.
There will be an in-person worship service in the sanctuary on Sunday April 18th, which will be a repeat of the service taped on April 10th.  
· Joe will give the Minute for Ministry again.
· Kim will check into how the nature photos could be shown during the service and get back to Joe.  Bill suggested that projecting the photos onto a portable screen in front of the sanctuary might be a possibility.  
Earth Day video presentation on Thursday, April 22
· The theme will be Caring for Creation.
· Team members will submit short videos to India of ways they are caring for creation.  The videos should be in landscape orientation and a minute or two each.  Brenda is willing to help film the videos.  Some examples:
· Jean – green smoothie
· Phyllis – pollinator gardens
· Kim – solar panels & music
· Brenda & Ralph – native plants and bird feeders
· Joe & Jeanette – rain barrels
· Debbie – will ask Bob Harris if he would be interested in talking about beekeeping
· Anya (from her email) – national parks and/or composting
Other items
Joe let us know that there will be a free screening of the movie Kiss the Ground from April 10th through the 26th, put on by Interfaith Power and Light.   You will need to register in order to watch it.  Joe will send the link.  There is also a webinar on April 21st with the filmmaker, Josh Tickell, and Veronica Kyle of IPL’s Faith in Place. Veronica has been instrumental in supporting several successful “congregational supported agriculture” farms in the Chicago area serving food insecure neighborhoods. 
Bill reminded us of the food drive and Covid testing on April 10th, and Covid vaccinations on April 16th  coming up at our church.  Volunteers to help are welcomed.
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, May 22nd, at 6:00 pm.  We will meet in-person, outdoors.  The location is to be determined.    
The meeting was closed with prayer.
Recycling Schedule (every other month)
May – Koenigs		July – the Dixons	September – Kim 
Watering Schedule
· Week 1 – Kim  (Kathy is backup.)  (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.)
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Bill and Kathy are backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)
