Updated Statement of WPC Criteria for COVID and Plans for Reopening Facilities and In Person Worship for support by the Session
Submitted by the Campus Management Committee, 4/8/21

The Campus Management Committee, Worship Committee, Session and Staff have been working since COVID started on plans and considerations for returning to “in person” worship and other campus uses.  We understand that a majority of our older members are now vaccinated but that others are not.  We will continue following guidelines to keep people safe.  We all look forward to being together in the Sanctuary.  See our plans below.
1. Continue to monitor the Harris County criteria for whether COVID is “under control” in the Greater Houston Area. Controlling the rate of COVID-19 transmission is key to reopening.  Per the County, the “new case trend” criteria indicator is “Met” with the 14 day trend of new cases decreasing by 26 cases per day.  
1. AV Technology is coming to allow for in person worship and also for recording worship for youtube.  It is expected that the tech needed will be ready in about 2 weeks.  This is key so that both folks that want to participate in person and those who want to participate via youtube can both do so.
1. Continue to follow Texas and CDC guidance for masking, social distancing…
1. Worship will provide Ushers to check congregants relative to COVID and to seat them and escort out for exiting.
1. Families with children must have the children sit with the family at all times. Kids play area will be temporarily be out of service.
1. Bathrooms are open but the water fountain is not on.
1. For congregational singing, it is key that masks stay on. 
1. There will be formal separation of Choral Scholars and AV Scholars from the Congregation. 
1. The Office is closed and not available for Congregation use.
1. The CE building is not open on Sunday for Sunday School.
1. Session has supported the use of the WPC Campus for WPC groups to meet and for community groups to meet as long as the protocols for COVID checks, logging, and use of a WPC liaison are followed.
For more details from Harris County, see the Criteria and Status below.
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COVID-19 Indicator: New Cases: Trend

Estimate: Harris County COVID-19 Case Trends as of Wed Apr 07 2021
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Indicator Threshold: 14-day flat or decreasing trend in new COVID-19 cases in Harris County, including the City
of Houston (same threshold for all levels). 14-day period resets after changing levels. Data from Harris County
Public Health and the Houston Health Department.

Additional Note: Due to backlogged cases that have increased over time due to delays in test reporting, missin
information, and lags in processing we have now updated metrics involving case counts to only include cases
that have specimen collection dates within 14 days of the date of reporting.
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