March 26, 2019
WPC Meeting Room
The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a stated meeting of the Session on Tuesday, March 26, 2019, at 7:03 p.m.
Welcome and Call to Order were offered by Moderator Rev. Dr. Keith Uffman. 
A quorum was declared present consisting of the following:

· Senior Pastor Keith Uffman, Associate Pastor Helen DeLeon,
· Ruling Elders Allen Brown, Sandy Dwyer, Kim Kinzler, Pat Koester, Kimberly Glaus Late, Bill Lopez, Jess Martinez, Chris Ramsay, Ian Russell, Kevin Snowden, Al Strahan, Nancy Steger, Ken Thompson, Ed Tobia; 
· Treasurer Jimmy Spivey, and Clerk to Session Melisa Ferguson.
The Session approved the agenda.
As a reminder, the Session did not meet in February 2019.

The Session and the Deacons read together the WPC Vision Statement, revised and approved by Session in June 2018.

Webster Presbyterian Church is an evolving spiritual community joyfully serving Christ as active disciples.  We welcome ALL alongside us to create a more loving, affirming, just and sustainable world, valuing spiritual inquiry, civility of discourse, scientific ideas, and artistic expression.

The Session received a staff report from Pastor Helen:

· Pastor Helen stated “I’ve been busy!”  She has ten congregational visits booked and has been traveling all over South Central Texas fulfilling visit requests.

The Session received a staff report from Pastor Keith:

· Pastor Keith mentioned his desire for discussion around WPC being an “open” congregation in light of the United Methodist Church’s decision to take a conservative stance regarding LGBTQIA topics.

Pastor Keith led the Session in an opening prayer based on Psalm 8, “O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!”
Facilitation Team Chair Elder Allen Brown shared with the Session that WPC has been receiving numerous requests from the media for information regarding Buzz Aldrin’s celebration of communion on the lunar surface on July 20, 1969, as the 50th anniversary approaches this summer.  Requests for photographs of the historic chalice and interviews with members who were around then have been received from Sojourner’s Magazine, National Geographic Magazine, the Houston Chronicle, PC(USA) Historical Society, Presbyterian Today and Presbyterian Outlook, and National Public Radio (NPR) Story Core.
Pastor Keith led the Session in an Outreach Principles exercise based on questions posed to former Space Station astronaut and former WPC member Clay Anderson by a freelance journalist for Sojourners’ Magazine.  The questions were:
· How has the NASA experience shaped the theology of the congregation over time?

· How has the NASA experience shaped the congregational view of social justice?

· How do you feel about Buzz Aldrin’s feeling that taking communion on the Moon is not something he would do again?

The Session heard a finance report from Treasurer Jimmy Spivey.  Jimmy stated that year-to-date giving is down, although the cash flow for March was positive.
The Session approved the Clerk’s Omnibus Motion that contained the following items:
	Statistical Report
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of January 22, 2019
	409
	249
	 

	Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Reaffirmation or Statement of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Other
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death
	- 4
	- 0
	Edie Armstrong, Stan Baleson, Frank McMillan, Fey Jordan

	Membership as of March 26, 2019
	405
	249
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	54
	 
	

	Total adults, children, and youth
	459
	
	


Church Life Milestones:

Births
· None.
Baptisms
· None.
Weddings
· None.
Deaths

· Frank McMillan, February 3, 2109.

· Stan Baleson, February 9, 2019.

· Edie Armstrong, February 17, 2019.

· Fey Jordan, March 11, 2019.
Memorial Services

· Rev. Helen DeLeon officiated at a funeral service and graveside service for Donald Leakey at Forest Park East Funeral Home on Friday, February 8, 2019.

· Rev. Helen DeLeon and Rev. Keith Uffman officiated at a memorial service for D. Frank McMillan at Webster Presbyterian Church on Monday, February 11, 2019.

· Pastor Helen DeLeon officiated a memorial service held at Webster Presbyterian Church for Stan Baleson on Saturday, February 23, 2019.

· Pastor Helen DeLeon officiated a memorial service held at Webster Presbyterian Church for Edie Armstrong on Saturday, March 9, 2019.

· Rev. Helen DeLeon and Rev. Keith Uffman officiated at a memorial service for Fey Jordan at Webster Presbyterian Church on Saturday, March 16, 2019.

New Members

· None.
Pastoral Care Off Campus

· Elder Ruling Pat Koester offered communion for Suzanne Green Summers at her son's home on Saturday, February 23, 2019.
Mission Committee Chair Ruling Elder Ed Tobia shared with the Session the Clear Creek Independent Scholl District (CCISD) “Hero in the Hallway” Award presented to WPC for our contributions to the food drive held during the federal government shutdown that start in December 2018 and lasted into January 2019.  WPC contributed $4500 cash and a large volume of non-perishable food local schools for children of federal workers.

Mission Committee Chair Elder Ed Tobia attended a meeting with the Board of the Seafarer’s Center of Houston.  He shared with the Session that due to the large number of churches that have left Presbytery of the New Covenant and PC(USA), the Seafarer’s Center is in dire need of funding for food for boat crews who can no longer come ashore for food and supplies due to increases in national security restrictions that apply to foreign boat crews.  Ed asked the Session to contemplate increasing our financial commitment to the Seafarer’s Center.

Mission Committee Chair Elder Ed Tobia has received a request from Family Promise of Clear Creek (FPCC) to renew our covenant agreement to serve as a Family Promise Affiliate Host Congregation for an additional two (2) year period.  Ed asked the Session to discern whether or not WPC can renew this agreement in light of the dwindling volunteer pool.
Mission Committee Chair Elder Ed Tobia asked the Session to consider WCPC becoming a Red Cross shelter site.  In the event of a local emergency, such as an apartment complex fire, the Red Cross would provide all required supplies, furnishings, staff, security, and cleaning needed to host people for a short period of time within our facility.
Mission Committee Chair Elder Ed Tobia shared with the Session that there will be a Fuller Re:Builders Build Blitz on Memorial Day Weekend with 60-100 people expected.  WPC will host the Sunday evening kick off dinner and meeting.

Mission Committee Chair Elder Ed Tobia shared with the Session that WPC will host the Peruvian Network Meeting the first weekend in October, 2019.  He anticipates 30-40 attendees.
Pastor Keith and Ruling Elder Kevin Snowden shared with the Session the need for volunteers for Special Olympics.
Facilitation Team Chair Ruling Elder Allen Brown discussed the plans for the upcoming 50th Anniversary of the First Lunar Landing and Lunar Communion Celebration with the group.  Allen offered a surprise to the gathering by bringing the actual chalice and Presbyterian Church in America medal that then WPC Ruling Elder Buzz Aldrin carried to the lunar surface.  The items were out of the safe deposit box to be photographed by different journalists for upcoming articles on the anniversary.  Needless to say, everyone present was delighted at the possibility of holding and photographing themselves with these historic artifacts!

Ruling Elder Kimberly Glaus Late, cochair of the Vision Team discussed some ideas around how the team plans to do outreach of the team’s ideas and plans.  She also shared with the Session that due to short deadline and limited information available, WPC has declined to participate in the Presbytery’s Vital Congregations Initiative.  When more information becomes available, it is likely that we will chose to participate.
Finance & Stewardship (F&S) Committee Chair Ruling Elder Kevin Snowden provided an update to the Capital Campaign.  The projects have gone from estimated to price quotes.  It was suggested that a congregational gathering be held to convey the details of the projects and costs to be undertaken.  The purpose of the gathering would also be to let the congregation know that we need $475,000, therefore all of the proposed projects on the list will not be achievable. Pastor Keith challenged the Session to think of questions that the congregation might ask in order to formulate responses prior to the gathering.
The Session approved a motion from F&S Chair Kevin Snowden to proceed with the Sanctuary lighting repairs and Fellowship Hall roof repairs based on the current price quoted and up to $210,000.
The Session approved a motion from the Worship, Arts, and Music (WAM) Committee presented by Ruling Elder Chris Ramsay to modify the 2019 communion calendar to avoid serving communion more than once a moth, with the exception of months with special services, such as Holy Week.  The specific dates removed are the first Sunday in July and the first Sunday in December.
The Session approved a motion from the Mental Health Team presented by Ruling Elder Sandy Dwyer to allow Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) to hold meetings five weekdays each week at 12:00pm on the WPC campus.

Sandy also informed the Session of an upcoming Social Justice Sunday School series to begin April 28 and run through May 19, during which there will be multiple guest speakers on mental health topics.

The Session approved a motion presented by Ruling Elder Kim Kinzler of the Women’s Retreat Planning Committee to hold one bake sale at WPC on May 12, 2019 (Mother’s Day).  Any money collected goes toward scholarships for women who could not otherwise attend the retreat and to off-set expenses.
Pastor reviewed the Holy Week schedule of services for the group.  
The purpose of the meeting having been accomplished, a closing prayer was offered by Ruling Elder Sandy Dwyer and the Session voted to adjourn at 8:55p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Melisa Ferguson

Clerk to Session
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