Motion to Session
Submitted by Elder Ed Tobia, Mission Committee Chair
Motion:
The Mission Committee moves that Session approve WPC enrolment as an American Red Cross (ARC) Emergency Shelter for the Webster area.

Details:
WPC would join ARC’s emergency shelter program and provide short-term shelter to individuals and/or families in need of shelter due to an emergency in our immediate area as directed by ARC officials.
An ARC shelter is considered a safe place to sleep, eat, get information, maintain personal hygiene and access services.  An ideal facility is a large (at least 2,000 sqft.) open facility with additional space to register people and assemble food for service.
Fellowship Hall will make an ideal location to support this RC Emergency Shelter program. 
· ARC is looking for facilities to provide shelter capable to respond to immediate emergency needs that may occur in an area in very close proximity to WPC.
· Most likely scenario is need to shelter individuals/families due to fire in home or apartment complex.
· WPC has option to accept or decline shelter when contacted by ARC.
· Other area churches in program include, CLPC, Gloria Day, Nassau Bay Baptist.
· Historic data indicates there is a very small likelihood WPC will be called to respond.
· WPC will not be called to respond to major area disasters such as a hurricane or flood.  RC utilizes much larger facilities for these events.
· Typical shelter time duration is only a day or so.  Shelter is for very short-term response and people are moved out in a day or two to hotels, etc.
· NO food preparation is needed.  ARC will bring in all food.  Only space needed is for assembly and service.
· ARC will provide all response workers throughout shelter use.  WPC will only need to open building space.
· ARC will provide all equipment, food, cots, blankets, etc.  WPC is not required to provide anything other than the space.
· Shower facilities are not necessary.
· ARC provides full liability insurance coverage throughout event.

Rationale:
WPC acting as American Red Cross Emergency Shelter will provide direct benefit to Webster community in need should emergency arise.  Fellowship Hall provides an ideal location for shelter.  American Red Cross will provide all necessary personal, supplies and equipment in case of emergency.  Facility will only be utilized for short term (one or two day) emergency needs.
Budget Impact:
WPC does not need to commit any funds.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Potential for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance grant funds to upgrade existing WPC bathroom facilities as part of Shelter commitment. 
