EARTH CARE TEAM			MINUTES				MARCH 24, 2017
Present:  Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Melisa Ferguson, Jean Zophy, Scott and India Allen, Anya and Vierra Ezhevskaya, James and Kim Kinzler, Debbie Masden, and Snerlie
Meeting opened with prayer and fellowship time.
Main topics:
1) Brainstorming for PC (USA) grant of $1000-$3571 for a project advocating environment and evangelism.  Several ideas were discussed including park, artwork, farmers’ market, outdoor worship area, and gazebo.  Anya will talk with McWhirter and James with city of Webster.  Team will walk the WPC grounds on Sunday, March 26, to further investigate implementation possibilities of ideas discussed.  April 25 Session meeting is a deadline for presenting any proposal for the May 1 grant deadline for 2017.
2) “Turn Off Lights” signs – Team will walk through WPC buildings and bring ideas to next meeting.  India has ideas for design.  Signs need to be mountable, durable, attractive, and feature Earth Care logo if our congregation earns approved status.
3) Paddling/Kayaking event will be postponed till fall 2017 because of scheduling conflict at WPC on April 8.  Joe will handle changes in newsletter, bulletin, etc.
4) Earth Day 2017 will be a paper-free Sunday.  Help is needed for photo display area, electronic media setup, luncheon, publicity, and “Born in China” movie plans.  Various team members are responsible for these areas.  All team members need to be present by 8:00 AM on Sunday, April 23, for setup.  India has main responsibility for photos, electronics, and playing the trailer for movie. Debbie will publicize luncheon.  Anya has main responsibility for website publicity and coordination with church office.  Publicity on church’s Facebook site is needed.
5) Jean will work with Phyllis to plan a visit to Environmental Institute Houston (EIH) at UH Clear Lake for a garden tour on Saturday, May 13, at about 9 AM.  Backup date is Saturday, May 6.  Future field trips for the group might include artist boat, Galveston Island State Park, Baytown Wetlands Center.
6) Phyllis announced via email message that the Celtic cross garden area at WPC will be an official Monarch Waystation.
7) Sharing Table continues on Second Sunday of each month.  Emphasis in upcoming months includes:
April—gardening through tools, books, seeds, seedlings, produce
May—countertop kitchen appliances and arts/crafts supplies
June—household items
8)  Recycling responsibilities in upcoming months are:
April – Anya
May – Debbie
June – Kim
9) Next meeting will be at the church on Friday, April 21, at 6 PM.  We will help load items for the “Free the Captives” event at Mason Park on Saturday, April 22, and finalize plans/prep for Earth Day Sunday on April 23.
10) [bookmark: _GoBack]Jean announced the Science Walk on April 22 in Houston in celebration of Earth Day.  She will try to get details.  She and other Team members may attend.
