March 26, 2013

Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting Tuesday, March 26, 2013, in the Meeting Room. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator, Reverend Helen Rose Moore, at 7:00 p.m. 

A quorum was declared present consisting of the following:

· Moderator Reverend Helen Rose Moore and Associate Pastor Helen P. DeLeon; and

· Elders Carl Allen, Arland Actkinson, Jennifer Carr, Courtenay Clifford, Melisa Ferguson, George James, Tom Kloves, Tim Murray, Katy Rendon, Catherine Spivey, Ken Thompson, Ann Taylor, Ed Tobia and Carla Yager.
· Elders Jimm Cooper, Janis Edwards, Kimberly Glaus Läte and Kevin Wooten were excused.
· Clerk Pro Tem Dennis Waehner was also present.
The agenda for the meeting was approved.
New Members – Carla Yager introduced prospective members JoAnn Lambert and Ralph Linkenhoker.  The Session voted to receive JoAnn Lambert and Ralph Linkenhoker into full membership of Webster Presbyterian Church by reaffirmation of their faith.  

Treasurer’s Report – The Session received a report on the state of the finances from Tom Kloves, in Treasurer Pat Koester’s absence.  The current financial position is positive.
	Statistical Report  
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of February 19, 2013
	559
	326
	 

	  Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter                          
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0   
	

	  Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death                                          
	- 2
	  - 1   
	Don and Patricia Bennett 

	Membership as of March 26, 2013
	557
	325
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith


	83
	 
	

	Total children, youth and adults
	640
	
	


Request for Transfer

· The Session voted to approve the reactivation and transfer of Malcolm and Harriet Colditz to Allardt Presbyterian Church in Allardt, Tennessee. 

Deaths
· Don Bennett passed away March 15, 2013 and Patricia Bennett passed away in February of 2013.  The Session voted to approve removal from rolls of Don and Patricia Bennett.

Memorial Service

· Memorial Service for non-member David McKay, February 24, 2013, at Jeter Funeral Home, Friendswood, Texas; co-officiated by Rev. Helen P. DeLeon and Elder Carl Allen.

Celebration of Communion (other than during Sunday Worship):

· Communion was celebrated as part of a memorial service for Dr. Harry Braeuer, January 26, 2013; led by Rev. Helen DeLeon with Elders Clayton Anderson, Gene Fisseler, John Grady, John Jordan, James Kinzler, and Dennis Waehner at WPC

· Communion was celebrated with Jack and Sylvia Kinzler, January 31, 2013; led by Rev. Helen DeLeon in the Kinzlers’ home.

· Communion was celebrated with Jeanne and Bud Allison, March 17, 2013; led by Pastor Helen DeLeon with Deacon Cathy Black at Regency Rehabilitation Center.

New Business  
· The Session received a report from the Stewardship & Finance Committee regarding the usage of the “Minute for Mission” spot during weekly worship to enhance transparency in WPC programs.  The Stewardship & Finance Committee commited to using this method four times per year and recommended the other committees exercise this opportunity at least once per year.
· The Worship Committee requested the assistance of the Session to assess the desire for combining summer Sunday Worship into one service.  The Session agreed to discuss the matter with the congregation over the next two weeks and will convene for a discussion and vote in two weeks.  The Session voted to approve a called meeting of Session on April 8, 2013, 7 pm in the Meeting Room for the purpose of addressing summer Sunday Worship times.
Team/Committee Motions
· The Session voted to approve a motion from the Youth Committee for an overnight lock-in for the church youth on Friday June 7, 2013.
· The Session voted to approve a motion from the Worship Committee combining worship services on July 7, 2013, and moving worship to Clear Lake Park, to take place in the pavilion area prior to the planned Congregational Picnic.  In the event of inclement weather, worship will take place at WPC.
· The Session voted to approve a multi-part motion from the Personnel Committee as follows:
· RESOLVED, that the proposed Health Flexible Spending Account Plan, described in “Policy and Procedures Covering A Health Flexible Spending Account (“Health FSA”) for Pastors,” is hereby approved and adopted, effective retroactively to 1 January 2013;

· RESOLVED FURTHER, the steps heretofore taken by representatives of Webster Presbyterian Church to implement the aforementioned document are ratified and approved; 

· RESOLVED FURTHER, the authorized representatives of Webster Presbyterian Church are authorized, empowered, and directed to execute all documents and perform all other acts deemed necessary to implement and administer the aforementioned plan, including, without limitation, the making of all technical changes in the plan which do not affect eligibility, benefit design, or vesting, without further action of governing body;

· RESOLVED FURTHER, the administrative committee in connection with the Health Flexible Spending Account Plan shall be the Personnel Committee of the Session.
Team/Committee Reports
· Stewardship & Finance – The Committee continues to synchronize the Session Committees with the budgeting process.
· Fellowship – The Anniversary of WPC is coming in early December 2013.  The Committee suggests having this as a theme during Worship on December 9 with a display of the history in the narthex.  The Committee will coordinate with Worship and music on this important event.  This event is still being considered. 
· Adult Ministries – Tuesday morning Joy Connection is now led by Rev. Helen Rose Moore.  Tuesday morning group will be studying the book, “Who’s Bible is it?” by Jaroslav Pelikan.   The book provides an account of the Bible’s journey from oral narrative to Hebrew and Greek text to today’s editions.  Lenten study topic of Adam Hamilton’s program titled, “Forgiveness, Finding Peace through Letting Go” has finished up. This class was very well attended and the topic made for good, thoughtful participation.
· Personnel – The Committee reviewed and proposed Policy and Procedures for the Health Flexible Spending Account benefit offered to pastors; received the bookkeeper’s resignation with regrets and discussed plans to hire a replacement and reviewed the salary, typical work hours, and benefits of all staff.
· Worship – The Committee received estimates to address the acoustics in Fellowship Hall.  Acoustic dressing is the approach being taken.  The funds to cover the cost will come from a designated fund.
· Mission – The Committee is preparing for its upcoming four week social justice lecture series to take place April 21 and 28 and May 5 and 19 during the Sunday School hour.
Upcoming Meeting Dates 

· The next Stated Meeting of Session will be Tuesday, April 23, 2013, 7:00 p.m.

· The Session Retreat will be Friday, April 26 6:00  – 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, April 27 9:00 a.m. –  4:00 p.m.

The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 9:10 p.m. 


Dennis Waehner









Clerk, pro tem
