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Peacemaking Grant Program

The Outreach Ministries Committee (OMC) has jurisdiction to dispense peacemaking funds located in our Presbytery that were given in response to the Peacemaking Program.  The committee would like to see those funds be put to their intended use.  Therefore, we are making available to our Presbytery an avenue for congregations to creatively imagine how they could use these funds to manifest the three affirmations outlined in Peacemaking:

The Believers Calling:  

· The church is faithful to Jesus Christ when it is engaged in peacemaking. 

· The church is obedient to Jesus Christ when it nurtures and equips God's people as peacemakers. 

· The church bears witness to Christ when it nurtures the moral life of the nation for the sake of peace in the world. 
A grant request can be in any amount up to a maximum of $ 2,000.00. Churches seeking funds from the peacemaking grant program need to fill out and return to Presbytery the application form found on the back of this page.  All requests must be approved by your session and signed by the Clerk of Session signifying their approval prior to submission.  An application must be filled out in its entirety and returned to Presbytery.

Janice Schessler, at Presbytery, jschessler@pbyofnewcovenant.org, has agreed to accept all incoming PNC Peacemaking Grant Program Application Forms.  She will log in all applications, in the order in which they are received, and disperse copies of the same to the personnel necessary to process them.

The OMC normally meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  At each meeting all applications which have been received since the last meeting will be reviewed and an action will be taken on each request.  Please allow 60 to 90 days, after receipt of your application, for an answer to be forth coming to your session.  All funds will be channeled to your session for disbursement.

(Please turn page over for “Application Form”)

PNC Peacemaking Grant Program Application Form
Name of Church: Webster Presbyterian Church
Contact Person:  Ann Taylor
Phone:  (281) 639-4393
E-Mail:
avtaylor@earthlink.net
Amount Requested:  $2,000.00
Date of Session Approval:  
Answer these questions:
· Briefly describe your program and how it aligns with the three affirmations of Peacemaking:
The Institute for Civility in Government is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, non-partisan, grassroots organization that is building civility in a society that all too often seems tilted toward uncivil speech and actions. The Institute does not endorse any political candidate, nor do we take a position on any issue. It is about process, not positions. Through its programs, the Institute facilitates dialogue, teaches respect, and builds civility with and among: constituents – through schools, faith communities, and civic organizations; members of Congress, students and faculty on university campuses; at-risk high school students; and state and national legislators.  

The Institute aligns with the three affirmation of Peacemaking by:

· offering congregations and their members a means to be actively engaged in fostering greater civility in their communities and across the nation through their support of the Institute and participation in our events.  We consider this to be nothing less than peacemaking in the public square.
· offering numerous educational materials and programs to nurture and equip churches and their members with the skills needed for maintaining civility.

· fostering a greater civility not only among constituents, but among elected officials at all levels of government, who set a tone and serve as role models for our lives in community.  We fully expect the Institute will be an international organization some day – fostering greater civility all over the world.  Currently the Institute’s membership draws from 39 states and the District of Columbia, with the majority of those members in Texas.  The Institute is slowly but surely shifting the culture from one of polarization to one of mutual respect and cooperative effort. 

· How will the funds be used to make this program run?  What other funds will be used?  

These funds will be used to cover the design, production and distribution of the Institute’s quarterly newsletter during 2013.  These newsletters are sent to Institute members, interested contacts, and members of Congress.  They are also distributed at exhibits and events held throughout the year.  They serve to educate people about the work of the Institute.  

Any additional funds needed for generating the newsletter will come from the Institute’s general operating fund.
· What is the time frame of the program?  When will it begin, when will it end?
This grant is for one year.  It will cover the costs of four newsletters during that time (2013).  
· What outcomes do you expect from this program?
These newsletters serve to educate people about the work of the Institute, resource Institute members about events and materials, and offer encouragement to those engaged in this peacemaking ministry.  Through this education and encouragement, the Institute grows in membership, influence, and outreach.
· How can you share the good news of your program with your church and other Presbyterian Churches?

The Institute distributes its newsletter to those who are interested and make it available on-line at the website, www.instituteforcivility.org.  Institute staff are available to do speaking engagements at any church or event.  They have led numerous workshops about the Institute at Presbytery events, and have spoken at many Presbyterian churches.  They continue to be available for any and all of these possibilities.   
If you have questions or need help in filling out the application form, please contract Rev. Mark Downs, Peacemaking Funds Liaison Representative to the OMC.   Mark@RevDowns.com 
