Motion: 

“The CMT requests that session approves a suggested donation of $5.00 per child for V.B.S. to help offset the cost of the music C.D.s that each family will receive. “

Background:

Vacation Bible School (VBS) is one of the most inclusive things that we do as a congregation.  Seniors, adults, youth, and children all work together.  VBS involves worship, bible stories, singing, crafts, discovery, memorizing verses, faith challenges, food, and physical activities that relate to the theme.

There is a big emphasis on mission at the WPS VBS.    One big mission activity is bagging rice, beans, and macaroni for ICM (up to 200 lbs).  Another mission activity is to collect dog treats and cats toys for the animal shelter.  A third mission activity is bagging school supplies for McWhirter students.  The kids also provide change for offerings to support Samaritan’s Purse projects.  

In the past all kids leave with music CD’s of the songs used and many participants listen to them for years afterwards.  Our VBS is not designed to be for neighborhood outreach but for our own kids.  However, last year the attendance was more than the night before for every night as the kids continued to bring friends (finally reaching 68).  Over the years, there have been families that have joined the church after VBS.  We are also at a critical junction this year as the volunteer that has been the director for 20 years is working to train two volunteers to take over that role.  The materials for this year’s VBS are being created and stored in the quilt room.

The line item budget for VBS has been dropping (1400 in 2013, 1500 in 2012, 1600 in 2011, and 1800 in 2010).  In past years VBS has also had access to significant designated funds that are largely depleted.  Also, VBS has been able to utilize excess Sunday School supplies, which have also become limited.  The mission expenses have maintained a fairly constant $800 over the last few years.    This year the mission, food, and craft supplies are expected to be provided by the current budget and some material donations.  Some designated donations are covering decorations.  The music CD’s have doubled in price this year and are at risk.  In order to be able to assure that the planning for the take home CD’s can proceed, the VBS team and the CMT is placing this request for a recommended donation before the session.  The church has a PayPal account in place and the administrative tools are in place to implement this donation request if approved.  The $5 recommendation is less than or equal to the mandatory charges that most other area churches charge for VBS.

