April 27, 2010

Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a State Meeting on Tuesday, April 27, 2010, in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with a devotion and prayer led by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, at 7:00 p.m.

The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Associate Pastors Helen DeLeon and Caressa Murray;

· Active Elders Shallon Barboza, Kathy Braeuer, John Grady, John Jordan, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, Joan McMillan, Nina Moede, Randy Moore, Andy Pozluszny, Frank Rix, Kevin Snowden and Jimmy Spivey.
Active Elders Jeanette Chase, Michelle Dupont, Lonnie Fogle, Dan Hunter, Chris Kidwell, James Magnant, were excused.

Treasurer Pat Koester and Clerk of Session Gene Fisseler were also present.

A quorum was declared present by the Clerk and the Agenda for the meeting was approved.

New Members – The Moderator turned the floor over to Elder Barboza who proceeded to introduce prospective new members Kristin and Bryan Smith along with their seven-month old daughter Chloe (not baptized).  All of the adults in the group had expressed interest in becoming members of WPC.  After the Session learned a bit about them and they received and introduction to the Session members present, Rev. Cooper asked a series of questions regarding their faith and commitment to the church.  Being satisfied with their answers, the Session voted to receive Kristin and Bryan Smith into full membership of Webster Presbyterian Church by reaffirmation of faith.  The Session took pause for a few minutes of fellowship with the new members.
Approval of Baptism – The Session voted to approve the baptism of Chloe Smith, daughter of new members Kristin and Bryan Smith.
Spiritual Leadership Development – Rev. Cooper led a discussion based on the The Habits of Highly Effective Churches by George Barna.  The topics addressed included church leadership and pastoral leadership in the context of the origins of Presbyterianism.
The Session voted to approve the minutes of the March 23, 2010, Stated Meeting of Session.

The Session received the Treasurer’s report.

Clerk’s Report – The Clerk referred correspondence received to the appropriate committees.
	 
Statistical Report
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of March 23, 2010 
	732
	408
	 

	  Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter                          
	+ 2
	+ 1
	McLellan

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 4
	+ 3 
	Garland, Kane, Hermstein 

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	  Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	 

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	 

	     Death                                          
	- 1
	- 1
	 Manison

	Membership as of April 27, 2010
	737
	408
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	157
	 
	(+1) McLellan

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total children, youth and adults
	894
	 
	 


 
Wedding - Laura Soto (NM) & Jose Lopez (NM), April 17, 2010; officiated by Rev. Helen Deleon.


Death – Long-time member Robin Manison died April 10, 2010

Memorial Service – A memorial service was conducted for Robin Manison April 14, 2010.

New Business – The Session voted to approve transfer letters for Dennis Edwards and for Karen and Brett Harris. The Session voted to elect Randy Moore, Kevin Snowden, and Joan McMillan to serve as Commissioners for WPC at the May 8 Stated Meeting of Presbytery of New Covenant at Northwoods Presbyterian Church. The Session elected Andy Pozluszny, Laura Grady, and Nancy Spivey to serve as members on the 2010 Nominating Committee. 
Team/Committee Reports & Motions

· Buildings & Grounds –
· Care of Members – The Senior Care ministry team met April 21 and planned a luncheon for May 18 for seniors.
· Christian Nurture
· Adult Ministry – The committee considered the impact on the Christian Education program of the Worship Committee’s proposal to offer a single worship service during the summer and ultimately endorsed the proposal.
· Youth Ministry – Seven youth are signed up to attend Synod Youth Workshop.
· Children’s Ministry – The Session voted to approve a revised WPC Child Protection Policy with an effective date of June 1, 2010.
· Communication/Outreach – The Session voted to approve the purchase of new sign to be installed/constructed at the corner of NASA Parkway and Austin Street.
· Fellowship – The committee has modified the Kitchen Guidelines for review by the B&G Committee.
· Mission – The committee is reaching out to the Servant Savior Church that recently suffered a fire to determine if there is a need WPC can fill.
· Personnel – The committee is addressing part-time employment issues.  
· Stewardship & Finance – The Session voted to approve the opening of bank accounts to accommodate gifts of mutual funds to the church.
· Welcoming – The committee is looking into providing valet parking for senior members and guests.
· Worship – The Session voted to approve a WPC-League City Methodist Church patriotic concert with musicians from both churches on Saturday, July 3, at 2:00 p.m. in the WPC Sanctuary.  The Session voted to approve the change in the Sunday Christian Education and Worship Service schedule for the summer as follows:
· 8:45 to 9:45 a.m. – Christian Education for all ages

· 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. – Worship Service 

· Theme – Adventure in Worship

· Beginning June 13 (coinciding with VBS Celebration Sunday Service) and continuing through August 1

Old Business 

· The Session voted to ratify its earlier electronic vote to approve a request for WPC to host an overnight gathering of our Presbytery’s Youth Triennium delegation beginning at 8:00 p.m. on Friday, May 14, and continuing until noon, Saturday, May 15.
· The Session received a report from Special Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant on April 6, during which St. Philip and Central Presbyterian Churches merged into single congregation.

Pastors’ Reports – Helen reported that the Wolfe family has offered WPC a significant financial gift in memory of Dale & Alice Wolfe. James Kinzler, Joan McMillan, and Pat Koester will join with Helen to look into various opportunities.
Upcoming Meeting Dates
· The next Stated Meeting of Presbytery of New Covenant is set for May 8.  

· The next Stated Meeting of Session is slated for May 25, 2010, at 7:00 p.m.

The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 10:00 p.m.

Clerk of Session
Gene Fisseler
