Special Events Board Report to Session

Event:  Beginning Birding and Spring Migrants 

Held on March 31 in Bouton Hall, a slide show presentation made by Dr. David McDonald was well received by 74 participants, at least one third of which were from the community and not WPC members.

There was a quick turnaround on this event as it coincides with Spring Migration of many bird species.  Dr. McDonald wanted to make his presentation in advance of the migration so that those interested would have a “heads up” as to where to go, what to look for, etc. regarding the migrants.

Publicity for this event involved flyers being placed in Freeman Library, select churches near WPC, the Art Alliance, UHCL, Wild Birds Unlimited and posted on the Houston Audubon Society website.

Local Boy Scout troops were contacted but as it was a quick turnaround, there was no attendance at this event, but interest in a fall event was determined.  Given more time, the Boy Scouts are likely to attend as there is a Boy Scout merit badge associated with birding.

Dr. McDonald donated a framed photo as a door prize.  Three other prizes were donated by Mike Carden.

Thank you letters were sent to Dr. McDonald and to Chuck Moede who helped with audio/visuals.

34 evaluations were received. Some couples filled out just one questionnaire for the both of them.  The results of these evaluations are as follows:

	Issue
	Rating

	
	1 – 4 with 4 being the highest score

	Topic
	3.85

	Presenter
	3.88

	Discussion/Interaction
	3.62

	Length of Session
	3.85

	Meeting Accommodations
	3.52

	
	


The participants were asked to answer five questions about the events.  A sampling of the responses follows:  

1.  What did you really like about this event?

· beautiful bird pictures

· well organized

· the information, pictures and presenter

· pictures were wonderful

· terrific visuals and knowledgeable presenter

· excellent speaker

· commentary (David’s)

· good for beginners

· good learning experience

· learned interesting things that pertain to where we live

· variety of information

· the info on local birds and good birding sites

· I was really interested in the topic

· my favorite subject

· learning this (Houston) is one of the best places to see birds

· commentary

2.   What did you really not care for at this event?

· birding is not my cup of tea

· room was too cold

3.  How was this event useful or helpful to you?

· identify birds I’ve seen but didn’t know what they were called

· want to start birding

· pure pleasure

· motivating and helpful resources

· got me interested in birding

· the places

· going to buy books

· event was helpful -first exposure

· first time to learn about birding

· amount of interest

· good introduction

· refreshed memory of birds I’ve seen in the past

· taught us about birding

· a good review

· entertaining

· knowledge of bird types

· learned where to go find birds

· tips to improve birding – new places to find birds

4.  How did you know this event was scheduled?

· Harris County Public library

· church e-mail  

· church bulletin

· friend

· e-mail from Clear Lake Presbyterian

· blog

· friend who attends WPC

· flyer

· newsletter

· church member

· neighbor who attends WPC

5.  Suggestions for other events at WPC:

· more birding

· other “local” things

· more bird shows

· art history or appreciation

Except for the expense of printing the posters in the church office, there were no direct costs associated with this event.

After discussion and review of this event and its success, the Special Events Board expects to produce another event on the topic of Birding, perhaps to coincide with Fall Migration.

