WEBSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH – WORSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

APRIL 2009

The Worship Committee met on April 21, 2009.  In attendance were Mary Lawrence (Chair), Chuck Moede, Glenn Foster (Staff) and Geri Foster (Staff).

· Mary opened the meeting with a devotional on seeking and finding God’s presence taken from the latest book by Barbara Brown Taylor, “An Altar in the World.”  Glenn opened the meeting with prayer.

· Fellowship Hall Acoustics

· An estimate was received from Auralex Acoustics.  In short, the estimate for materials is $5,200-$6,000.  This is for standard “Sandstone” colored acoustic tiles.  The cost of materials could go up if we get picky about colors.  The team is researching the feasibility of self-installation.   The largest cost there is thought to be the scaffolding rental at approximately $400.  The contractor stated that “carpeting the floor would help to cut down very high frequency reflections, but would not treat the low and mid frequencies.  This can result in a “muddy” room with a disproportional amount of high end sucked out”.  At least one more assessment is forthcoming.

· Decorations in the sanctuary narthex

· The Worship Committee has received numerous requests in recent months to implement permanent decorations in the narthex.  Including:

· Photographs of current Deacons

· Historical photographs of past staff members (this is a “leftover” request from the original sanctuary design)

· A welcoming area

· A communications area

· The committee discussed the requests and the history of each at length.  The committee feels that a comprehensive plan on narthex design is required.  The committee begs the various stakeholders’ patience as this plan is worked with all session committees and stakeholders.  In the meantime: The committee respectfully reminds all ministries that any decorations, modifications, tables or booths, whether temporary or permanent, be approved by the worship committee well before planned implementation.
· Handrails in the Sanctuary

· A request was received from the Care team to install handrails in the sanctuary for those less able to navigate the stairs up to and down from the chancel.  The Worship Committee is in support of such a sanctuary modification and is requesting Building and Grounds consultation on the project feasibility with the following perceived requirements:

· One handrail on the west wall and one handrail on the choir modesty wall

· Affixed to the wall (not free-standing)

· The rails should match the color of the wall and be consistent with other permanent fixtures already installed in the sanctuary 

· The Worship Team reviewed and approved the VBS Team’s request for components of the VBS program to be included in both Sunday worship services on June 14, 2009 following the conclusion of VBS.  

· The committee had significant discussion covering worship approaches, foundations, and ideas.
· Glenn closed the meeting with prayer at 10:00 p.m.

Next Worship Team Meeting: May 19, 2009

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Lawrence

