April 28, 2009

Meeting Room
The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, April 28, 2009, in the Meeting Room. The meeting was opened with a poem and prayer by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, at 7:00 p.m.  
The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Associate Pastors Helen DeLeon and Caressa Murray; and,

· Active Elders Shallon Barboza, Cathy Black, , Jeanette Chase, Tye Cowan, John Dewey, Gene Fisseler (Clerk), John Grady, Dan Hunter, John Jordan, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, Jim Magnant, Joan McMillan, Randy Moore, Jennifer Paden, Jimmy Spivey, Mike Stearns, and Dennis Waehner. 
Active Elder Kathy Braeuer was excused.
Also present was Treasurer Pat Koester.
A quorum was declared present by the Clerk and an Agenda for the meeting was approved.

The Session voted to approve minutes of the March 24, 2009, Stated Meeting of Session.
Treasurer’s Report – The Session received the Treasurer’s report. 
Clerk’s Report 
· The Clerk shared correspondence received from Presbytery stating that, as a result of the most recent equalization, Webster Presbyterian Church is entitled to send three Commissioners to the next four Presbytery meetings, effective with the May 2009 meeting.

	Statistical Report

	
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of March 24, 2009
	735
	408
	

	  Gains
	
	
	

	     Transfer of Letter 

	+ 0 
	+ 0 
	

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	

	
	
	
	

	  Losses
	
	
	

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 3
	- 1
	Barkers; A Kinzler

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death

	- 1
	- 1
	Struben

	Membership as of April 28, 2009
	731
	406
	

	
	
	
	

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	149
	
	Murphy

	
	
	
	

	Total children, youth and adults
	880
	
	


Baptism: 
· Jaxson Dale Murphy, born September 18, 2007, son of Jessica & Seth Murphy, grandson of Laurie & Jerry Albrigo , George Murphy, and Gloria & Robert Taylor, great-grandson of Alice and Dale Wolfe, was baptized on April 12, 2009. 
Wedding: 

· Julie Mead (member) & Ron Middaugh (member) were married on April 18, 2009 with Rev. Helen DeLeon officiating the ceremony.
Deaths: 

· Ruth Struben (member) died on April 26, 2009.
· Former long-time member (44 years) Betty Ulrich died on April 10, 2009.

Memorial Service:

· A memorial service was held for Dix Beeson, a frequent visitor at Webster Presbyterian Church, on April 20, 2009.
New Business
· The Session approved the baptism of Chelsea Anne Hindman; born February 16, 2009; daughter of Katherine & John Hindman; sister of two-year old Trey; granddaughter of Debbie & James Kidwell, John & Cheryl Hindman, and Annette Everett. 
· The Session elected the following Elders to serve as Commissioners on behalf of Webster Presbyterian Church at the Saturday, May 9, Presbytery meeting at Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church, The Woodlands Shallon Barboza, Mary Lawrence, and Dennis Waehner.

· The Session discussed the importance of working cooperatively with the office staff so that Session Committee business will not impact the smooth operation of the church. 

Team/Committee Reports
· Administration

· Communication – The Committee did not meet in April.
· Personnel – The Committee will work with members of the music staff to update job descriptions as appropriate.
· Stewardshjp & Finance – The team reported that the church loan refinancing closes on May 4. 
· Buildings & Grounds – The Session concurred with the Committee’s recommendation to engage Carlson Roofing to replace certain portions of the Administration Building roof.
· Care of Members – The Session authorized the Committee to conduct an “addiction” survey of church members and form an addiction ministry based on the information obtained from the survey.  The Session approved the request to host the Health Yes! Preventive Screening program on Saturday, June 27, 2009, from 8:00 a.m. ‘til 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
· Christian Nurture Ministry –
· Adult Ministry – Response to Helen’s Sunday School interfaith dialogue series has been impressive.  The Session voted to commend Mike Carden for his “above the call of duty” effort in organizing the Special Events Board event featuring a local noted birder.
· Youth Ministry – Based on the success and response to our youth’s Lenten season spirituality center, they have been asked by Presbytery to host a spirituality center during FOCUS on October 3, 2009.  The youth mission trip to Bridge City will include 25 youth and nine adults.
· Children’s Ministry – Participation in Children’s offerings during Holy Week was notable and there will be an effort launched by the team to reach out and connect with the families of those who don’t regularly attend. Response regarding the “Mommy & Me” group, which will be meeting May 2, has been very positive. 
· Fellowship – The post-worship fellowship, Wholly Grounds, continues to evolve into a coffeehouse environment.
· Mission – Proceeds from the One Great Hour of Sharing offering on Palm Sunday at Webster Presbyterian Church exceeded $2,800.00.  Our next Habitat For Humanity build date is May 30.
· Outreach – Until recently, the team has had good success getting articles published in local newspaper regarding events and offerings at Webster Presbyterian Church.  However, with declining advertising due to the current economic environment, papers are including fewer pages, which reduces opportunities to include articles of the type we submit.
· Welcoming – Permanent designation of parking for guests visiting us for worship continues to be evaluated.  Bill & Kathy Dixon will serve on the Connection Team beginning in May.
· Worship – At the request of the Care Team, the Worship Team will work with the Buildings & Grounds Team to investigate means of installing handrails on the steps to the chancel.  Elements of VBS will be incorporated into the worship services on June 14, 2009, the Sunday following VBS.
Old Business 
Mike Stearns stressed the importance of obtaining at least three detailed bids for major purchases and for contract work at the church.
Upcoming meetings and important dates:
· Presbytery of New Covenant is meeting Saturday, May 9, 2009 at the Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church.
· The next Stated Meeting of Session is Tuesday, May 27, 2009, at 7:00 p.m.
The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 8:50 p.m. 


Gene Fisseler










Clerk of Session

