April 22, 2008


Bouton Hall
The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, April 22, 2008, in Bouton Hall.  The meeting was opened with a devotion led by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, and a prayer offered by Associate Pastor, Helen DeLeon, at 7:10 p.m.

The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Associate Pastor Helen DeLeon; and,

· Active Elders, Cathy Black, Jeanette Chase, Jennifer Carr, John Dewey, Watson Dupont, Gene Fisseler (Clerk), John Grady, Dan Hunter, Johnny Jones, Diane Kane, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, Al Manson, Melissa Moede, Roy Phillips, and Dennis Waehner.

The following members of Session were excused:

· Active Elders Tye Cowan, John Jordan, and Mike Stearns.
A quorum was declared by the Clerk and the Agenda for the meeting was approved.

New Members – The Moderator welcomed Shallon Barboza, 2008 Chair of the New Member Team, who introduced Ashley Rodgers and family and Sarah Barnette both of who expressed a desire to become full members of Webster Presbyterian Church.  After learning a bit about Ms Rodgers and Ms Barnette, Rev. Cooper asked a series of questions regarding their faith and commitment to the church.  Being satisfied with their answers, the Session voted to receive Ashley Rodgers and Sarah Barnette into Full Membership of Webster Presbyterian Church both by reaffirmation of their faith.  
The Session voted to approve minutes of the:
· March 25, 2008 Stated Meeting of Session, as amended;
· March 30, 2008 Called Meeting of Session; and,
· April 6, 2008 Called Meeting of the Congregation.
Treasurer’s Report - The Session received the Treasurer’s report.  
Clerk’s Report

Statistical Report


Individuals
Families
Comments
Membership as of March 25, 2008
709

396




Gains:



Transfer of Letter 


+ 0

+ 0
   



Reaffirmation of Faith 

+ 1

+ 1
  Bray





Profession of Faith & Baptism
+ 0 

+ 0
    


Losses:



Transfer of Letter 


– 0

 – 0
   



Removal from Roll 


– 0

 – 0





Death
 



– 0

 – 0
   


Membership as of April 22, 2008
710

 397

Baptized persons who’ve 

   not made Professions of Faith: 
+143

(+1) Bailey

    

Total children, youth and adults: 
853
Births: 

· Leilani Isabella Perez, daughter of Shayna and Alfred Perez (granddaughter of Carlos and Wendy Noriega), born April 20, 2008.
Baptisms performed:
· Hannah Taylor Bailey, born April 17, 2007, daughter of Heather and Darryl Bailey (non-members) and granddaughter of Patty and Ronnie Lusk (members). Hannah’s grandfather, Rev. Robert P. Starbuck, a retired Methodist minister, performed the ceremony.
New Business

· The Session voted to approve the baptisms of: 

· Leilani Isabella Perez, daughter of Shayna and Alfred Perez (granddaughter of Carlos and Wendy Noriega), born April 20, 2008, to be baptized on Sunday, June 1, 2008, at the 11:00 a.m. service.

· Christopher Matthew Dam, son of Mark and Angeles Dam, born March 22, 1977, to be baptized on Sunday, June 1, 2008, at the 11:00 a.m. service

· The Session elected Jennifer Carr, James Kinzler, and Mary Lawrence to serve as Commissioners to the May 10 meeting of Presbytery of New Covenant at First Presbyterian Church, Houston.

· The Session received a report from Dennis Waehner regarding the recent Time & Talent survey.  A total of 84 members completed the surveys and copies of each committee’s survey results were presented to the associated elders.
Committee/Team Actions and Reports

The following Elder committee:
· Administration

· Personnel – Our newest minister, Caressa Murray, will be preaching at the May Presbytery meeting.  A large contingent from WPC is expected to attend.
· Stewardship & Finance – The Committee presented data regarding the 2008 church pledges.  The 190 pledges were broken into seven groups ranging from $1-$100 per month to greater than $600 per month and presented in a bar chart.  The chart will be included in the next church newsletter.
· Buildings & Grounds – The Session voted to authorize placement of framed copies of the Master Plan Drawings in an appropriate space on the church campus.
· Care of Members

· Care – The Deacons will work with Adult Ministry on the summer adult education offering, Summer Roundtables.  The New Member Team has been renamed the Engaging Team.  Planning for a welcoming center for the Narthex is underway.
· Fellowship – Details regarding the October 25 fundraiser event are coming together.  Madeline Nugent is working with Coldwater Creek to host an on-campus fashion show.  Church members will model the clothing (models will enjoy a price discount). The event will take place around lunch.
· Christian Nurture Ministry
· Adult Ministry – Planning for the summertime adult education program is nearly complete.  All adults will be invited to participate in the Summer Roundtables which will be led by one of our pastors each week.  The Deacons will help host the Roundtables and the classes will be advertised in local newspapers and newsletters.
· Youth Ministry – The Session voted to call a special meeting of Session on Saturday, May 10, 2008, to interview and receive the 2008 Confirmands.
· Children’s Ministry – Helen DeLeon is passing the torch as the committee’s staff liaison to Caressa who will assume that role at the next meeting.  Looking ahead to the Fall, Rally Day is set for September 7.
· Mission – A total of 43,339 was contributed to One Great Hour of Sharing by WPC.  The first Saturday in June is our next Habitat for Humanity Workday.  The committee is working to get our mission partners to include a WPC link on their webpages
· Outreach – The sign team continues to meet and consider various alternatives for signage, locations for installation, and the costs.  We continue to get good coverage in local newspapers and newsletters – promoting VBS in June, publicizing May’s youth musical, and announcing our new minister.
· Worship – The sanctuary projection system will be installed and operational in the next several weeks. Stay tuned.  And, our worship services are being recorded digitally, which will allow posting audio copies of the sermons on the church website.
Old Business

· Report from Called Meeting of Presbytery

Pastors’ Report 

Helen DeLeon – Helen presented the concept of “Worship Plus 2” to the Session.  The idea is that each member of the congregation should, in order to be fully engage in the life of our church, in addition to attending worship each week also take advantage of two additional church offerings…one to further “receive” – for example, join a Bible study or Small Group…and a second to “give” – for example, serving on a committee, the session, or the board of deacons.  This is Worship Plus 2. 

Mark Cooper – Mark shared some concerns about the long-term options of servicing our soon-to-be-installed projection equipment and extensive lighting.
Next Meetings
· Presbytery of New Covenant will convene a meeting on Saturday, May 10, at First Presbyterian Church, Houston.

· The Session will convene a Called meeting on Saturday, May 10, at 6:00 p.m. at the church.

· The next Stated Meeting of Session will be convened Tuesday, May 27, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room.

The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer by the Moderator at 9:15 p.m. 


Gene Fisseler









Clerk of Session

