Mission Committee Minutes – 04/01/07


April

Mission Committee Meeting 

04/01/07

1:30 pm – 3:30pm

Meeting Room

Please note: our next meeting will be May 6, 2007 at 1:30.
	Members in Attendance:
	Members Unable to Attend:

	Arland Actkinson

Bud Allison

Carl Allen, Chair

Helen DeLeon, Staff Liaison

Edna Arnold

Kimberly Glaus-Late

Pat Koester

Marjorie Seiter


	Joe Halloin

Phyllis Koenig

D’Ann Leech

Coco Motley

Elizabeth Spivey

Ann Taylor




· Habitat

Our Habitat day on 3/31/07 was rained out.  Our next work day will be 5/19.

· Louisiana Trip

Approximately 17 people participated in our adult mission trip to Louisiana.  We completed tear-out work for 2 houses.  

· ESL

Classes are going well.  We teach about 20 students each week.  We have some marvelous teachers – Dick Bracket, Sylvia Kinzler, Mary Camp, Marlon Figueroa, and Casey Fletcher.   Some additional introductory books were purchased for the entry level students.  The intermediate and advanced classes are trying to finish the Lifeprints Level 2 book in preparation for an assessment test.  The teaching team plans to take the summer off and pick classes up again in the fall.

· Central America Trip

As of the 3/30/07 deadline, only 1 registration check had been received.  A minimum of 8 people are required for the trip to be scheduled.  

· Our Missionary, Vicki Smith

We have received a letter, a post card and an “in person” phone call from Vicki Smith in Jamaica!  All is well, but the school has few resources.  Richard Koester has investigated how we can send a container to Vicki.  A 20’ container can be shipped for approximately $2500 to $3200.  It would hold up to 19,000 lbs.  We know that 9 boxes of teaching materials have already been obtained by a church member to be sent to Vicki.  Also, the Children’s Ministry Committee would like to participate in a mission activity for Vicki’s school.  Bud knew that the Rotary Club sends similar containers to South Africa with available teaching materials.  He will investigate how the Rotary Club obtains materials to fill their containers.

The Mission Committee would like to extend its gratitude to Richard Koester for obtaining this information for us.   

· Christmas International House

Christmas International House will be held on 12/18/07-1/3/08.  The steering committee has met to start planning and will generate a proposal on how to support this initiative including costs etc.

· Special Offerings

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering was received on Palm Sunday (4/1/07).  A very early estimate of the offering is $3154.  All of this money will go to PC (USA). 

Our next offering will be the Pentecost offering received on 5/27 benefiting at-risk youth.   Part of this offering is retained by churches for local distribution.  Our portion will be equally distributed to:

· ICM for childcare scholarships

· Webster Technology Center

· Communities in Schools    

· Budget

· The following 2nd quarter fund distribution was approved. 

· Community Assistance/Member Benevolence - $2000 

· Not all of the funds allocated for the Louisiana mission trip were expended. We agreed to utilize the extra funds for the youth mission trip for the following items:

·  Some of the money in the account was paid by a church member who planned to attend the adult mission trip, but could not make the trip due to family illness. The church member would like to be a sponsor on the youth mission trip.  The money will be transferred to cover the youth mission trip contribution.

· Some of the money will be used for youth mission trip scholarships as needed.   

· Paul Fordjour requested that we assist him in shipping some medical supplies and choir robes to Ghana. We agreed to forgo this opportunity. 

· Newsletter Articles

The next newsletter article cut off is 4/15.  The following are candidates for the next newsletter – 

· A report from Vicki  (Marjorie) 

· A report on the One Great Hour Sharing Offering 

· An article on the Pentecost Offering (Kimberly)

· International Partnership

The goal of this activity is to generate a people-to-people relationship via a study trip or hands-on mission trip with an international group or organization. Opportunities include a partnership somewhere in Jamaica, Latin America through CEDEPCA, Vellore Christian Medical College, Habitat International, or CUPS.  We have already made a Jamaica inquiry with Tricia Lloyd-Sidle at PC (USA).  Pat agreed to contact Clear Lake Methodist to investigate their multiple mission activities. We will also research CUPS to see what opportunities they have available. 

· Miscellaneous

· Dennis Smith, a Presbyterian Missionary, will talk from our pulpit on 10/7/07; a representative of the Mission Committee will talk with the Sunday School Team of the Adult Education Committee about providing a forum for Dennis during the Sunday School hour.

· The student trip we helped sponsor via The Institute for Civility in Government will occur in April.  It would be meaningful to have one of the student participants come to the church in May to discuss the trip.

· Kimberly volunteered to do next month’s devotion.

· Meeting closed with Prayer
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