September 26, 2006
The Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church Session held its stated meeting on Tuesday September 26, 2006 in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper at 7:06 PM.

A quorum consisting of the following was present: Moderator Reverend Mark L. Cooper, Associate Pastor Reverend Helen P. DeLeon; Ruling Elders: Carl Allen, Carol Bachtel, Karla Bradley, Jennifer Carr, Kathy Dixon, Watson Dupont, Johnny Jones, Diane Kane, Ross Looney, Al Manson, Chuck Moede, Carlos Noriega, Judy Ota, Roy Phillips, Marjorie Seiter, and Clerk of Session James E. Paden. 

Treasurer Priscilla (Pat) Koester; and Deacons Susan Sterns, Tony LeCara, Laura Grady, Alberta Rohlfing and Coco Motley were also present
Elders Susan Anderson, Phyllis Koenig, Evan Lapka, Stacey Menard and Reese Terry were excused.
This was the annual meeting with the Deacons. Tony LeCara, Moderator of the Board of Deacons expressed his appreciation at being invited to participate in the meeting. He told the Session that the Deacons felt that they were the first line in direct contact with the congregation. The Deacons are going through training and preparing notebooks containing instructions, duties and “how to” accomplish the duties.  He affirmed their accountability to the Session and the Board plans to issue quarterly reports. The Moderator thanked the Deacons for their report and asked if any of the others attending had comments or questions. There being none the members were invited to remain or if they chose, to leave. All of the members present thanked the Session for inviting them and left the meeting.
The corrected minutes of the stated meeting held on July 23, 2006 were approved.  

The corrected minutes of the stated meeting held on August 27, 2006 were approved

The minutes of the congregational meeting held on August 6, 2006 were approved.

The minutes of the congregational meeting held on September 10, 2006 were approved
CORRESPONDENCE -   Several pieces of correspondence were received and communicated to the Session including a letter from Presbytery concerning Minimums for the Calls to Clergy for 2007.
A letter of resignation from the Board of Deacons was received from Lesley DiBello. The Session received the letter.
Clerk’s Report









Members
      Families

Statistical information as of August 27, 2006
  704

400


Gains:



Transfer of Letter
  + 0

+ 0


Profession of Faith 
  + 0

+ 0


Profession of Faith & Baptism
  + 0

+ 0



Losses:


  
Removal from Roll
  – 0 

– 0



Death
  – 1

– 1
Membership as of September 26, 2006
 703

399

Baptized persons who have not made Professions of Faith:  
140

Total children, youth and adults:
845

Deaths: 



Mrs. Florence H. Gorman died September 15, 2006. A Memorial Service was conducted by Mark L. Cooper on September 19, 2006

Requests for Transfer:


Allison and Darren Leuking to CL Presbyterian Church, Houston, TX. The Session approved the request.
Removal from Roll:

Kay and Tom Higgins have requested that they be removed from the WPC roll while they search for a more contemporary service. The Session approved their removal.
Communion was celebrated at both worship services on September 3, 2006.
New members:

The Session suspended its business to receive new members. Paul Cinchetti and his wife Rachel Boeckenhauer met with Session seeking membership. The members of Session welcomed them and introduced themselves. Following informal conversation with the couple they were asked the following questions:
Who is your Lord and Savior?  
   (Jesus is my Lord and Savior)
 

Do you trust Him?
(I do)
Do you intend to be a faithful disciple, obeying God’s word and showing Christ’s love? (I do)
Will you be a faithful member of this congregation and will you seek the fellowship of the Church wherever you may be? (I will)
The Session having heard these affirmations of Faith, voted to receive Paul Cinchetti and Rachel Boeckenhauer into the full fellowship of Webster Presbyterian Church. This family has three minor children who will be entered into the church roll as well. The Session voted to baptize their daughter,                              
Maria, and son, Vincent, on November 26, 2006.
Treasurer’s report: Pat Koester, Treasurer, presented the year-to-date, as of August 2006, report. There were questions and answers, and the report was received.
New Business:


Actions by Session – The Session approved the following Motions:
1. The Worship Committee moved that Communion by intinction be celebrated on December 10, 2006 at a “Blue Christmas” worship service.

2. The Youth Ministry Committee moved that the position of “Minister of Children and Youth” be closed effective October 1, 2006, and to notify Presbytery of this action. This will save paying 12% of the salary associated with the position to the GA Board of Pensions.

3. The Buildings and Grounds Committee moved that it be authorized to negotiate and enter into a 12 to 24 month contract with an electricity supplier during the fourth quarter of 2006, the contract to become effective when the current contract with Reliant Energy ends in January 2007.

4. The Mission Committee moved that a “Silent Auction” be held in conjunction with the Choir concert on October 19, 2006 to raise funds for Vicky Smith. Vicky has been called to be a Presbyterian missionary and will teach in Jamaica.
Finance Committee

The Finance Committee requested that all Session Committees turn in their budget requests for 2007 as soon as possible. Given the results of the year-to-date Treasurer’s report the Committees were urged to be realistic with their requests. The Committee delivered 2007 Pledge cards to each Session member in advance of the general distribution to the Congregation. Pledge cards will be mailed to each Deacon soon.
The hope is that all pledges by the Leadership of the Church will be in before the annual pledge drive starts.

. 
STAFF REPORTS


Mark Cooper announced that he and Jill will hold and “Open House” on December 17, 2006, at their home.
There being no further business the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with Prayer by the Moderator at 8:57 PM. The next Stated meeting is scheduled for October 24, 2006 at 7:00 PM in the Meeting Room.

James E. Paden

Clerk of Session

Attachment (September committee reports)

