Attachment to the June 25, 2006

Session Minutes


COMMITTEE REPORTS
Children’s Ministry Team

1. Sunday School Superintendent: Two interviews were conducted for the combined part-time Sunday School Superintendent/Nursery Coordinator position.  A decision was made to hire Diane Jerome.  Diane’s start date will be July 1.  

2. Back-to-School Bash: Tina Looney has volunteered to coordinate the Back-to-School Bash.  A budget of approximately $600 has been agreed upon for this event.  Dates of August 4th or 5th are being considered for the event.  

3. Rally Sunday: Dates of August 13th, 20th and 27th are under consideration for Rally Sunday.  The Children’s Ministry Committee prefers the later dates, but the date must be negotiated between Children, Youth and Adult Education.  

4. Vacation Bible School (VBS): VBS was a success.  Commendations to Nina Moede and Sandy Murphy for all their coordination of VBS.  Thanks also to all of our many volunteers for helping to make this event happen annually.  

5. Family Festival: The Festival made approximately $1800.  This money will be put back into the Children’s Ministry to fund other events – Back to School Bash, etc.  

6. Fabulous 4th and 5th: A recommendation to resume this program was made, but the start-up will be delayed until staff roles and responsibilities for this program and others are better defined.  

7. Nursery Policy Revision: Due to ongoing coordination issues, the WPC Nursery Policy has been revised and is attached for Session review and approval.  

Action items for June/July:  

· Ryan will print out the Nursery Staff schedules, and Wendy will make sure that the staff receives them.  

· Diane Kane will work with the Personnel Team to finalize Diane Jerome’s contract.  

· Tina Looney will coordinate the Back-to-School Bash, and Jan Davis will help.  

· The CMC and Sunday School Superintendent will conduct a survey with WPC families to assess which children’s programs are of greatest interest to the families.  

· Brenda Faxel and Ryan Sills will help select the Sunday school curriculum for the fall program.  Brenda will also assist with staffing.  

Fellowship and Welcoming Committee Minutes
New Member team

This team continues to look for more folks to join the team.  We received 12 new members last month.  Helen continues to get their paperwork in.

Visitor team

Still need team members.  Down to 2 teams and one of these teams members does not want to be on the team anymore.

Greeters

Still looking for 2 additional people to fill the roster.

Fellowship team

· We continue to look for folks to make coffee on Sundays.  At this time we only have 3 slots filled (there are 8 slots available per month).   Stacey is working on a spreadsheet so we can plug in names.

· Things are on track for the picnic June 25.

· The team will begin working on some health standards for the kitchen, especially for Wednesday night dinners.

Mission Committee Meeting

· Hands-on Mission Opportunity
John Calvin Presbyterian Church in Metairie, LA has organized a volunteer-based effort to gut houses flooded by hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Helen is collecting information for a possible adult mission trip.  Tom Sharon has agreed to coordinate and possibly lead a trip this summer.
· Missionary Candidate
Vicki Smith completed her examination for candidacy as a Presbyterian Missionary.  She expects to have an answer from the Church in the next several weeks.  If affirmed, she will be sent to the mission field if she can raise the necessary funds ($48K over two years).  The Mission Committee earmarked funds in the 2006 budget to partially support Vicki (if affirmed), and will coordinate with her efforts to raise the remaining amount.

· Near Term Activities

· Habitat - Our final work day will be 6/17/06.
· Blood Drive - Our next drive will be 6/25/06.
· Pentecost Offering - The Pentecost Offering was received on 6/4/06.  A portion of this offering will be retained by WPC to be used for children at risk.  The funds will be used to support after school programs including (but not limited to) the Webster Technology Center.
· Longer Term Priorities

· Military Support – Three service personnel, all currently serving in Iraq, have been registered with the WPC Patriots.  Phyllis and Jim are coordinating donations.  Vacation Bible School classes will assemble care packages.

·  Neighborhood Ministries – Marjorie and Helen have decided to shift from an apartment-based English as a Second Language (ESL) program to a Church-based program at the Oasis of Hope.  The current ESL Volunteers will teach at Oasis of Hope on Sunday mornings.  Helen is also soliciting volunteers for a summer program for apartment children that will be coordinated by Mary Alice Trevino, Co-Pastor at Oasis of Hope.   

· Mission Month 

· Kimberly presented a plan for a month of Mission emphasis centered in September.  Each week will feature Narthex displays and an adult Sunday school class with Mission emphases.  The effort will run thru Oct 1, when the Peacemaking Offering will be taken.  Kimberly volunteered to coordinate, supported by Arland and Walter.  Helen will coordinate with the Worship Committee for use of the Narthex and with the Adult Christian Education Committee for the Sunday school class.  

· Budget 

· The Committee adopted Guidelines for the 2006 budget and approved allocations for the April – June quarter.  Funds were allocated to Community Assistance, Bay Area Turning Point, Interfaith Caring Ministries, Life Center Homeless Shelter, Vellore Christian Medical College (India), Presbytery, and the WPC Patriots.

· Pat noted that several Designated Funds in the WPC budget are for Mission-related topics.  Carl and Pat will investigate these funds and report to the Committee in July. 
Youth Ministry’s Committee

1.  The committee reviewed and discussed status information for the Jr. High and Sr. High teams.

Sunday school:  Jr. Highs are working through Samuel from birth to death.

· Jr. High PYC:  Schedule in place out through Midnight Madness on 8/11.

· Sr. High PYC:  Schedule in place out through Galveston Planning Retreat on 7/28.


Note:  Sunday, 6/25 will be first Youth-focused worship service at 7:00 p.m.

· Wednesday Programs:

Jr. High Wonderful Wednesdays – Started this past Wednesday, 6/21 with girls and boys groups.  Girls did get-to-know-you activities; boys using Combo curriculum that was also used last year.  The college girls (Jennifer Dupont, Ariana Cowan, and Melanie Camp) have been developing a curriculum based on “Light for My Path for Teens” (scripture on real life issues, published by Humble Creek) and “A Journal on Relationships” by Kimberly Kirberger (published by Health Communications, Inc.).  The committee reviewed the materials; Watson noted Jennifer had worked with the Kirberger book before and Nina was familiar with the book and agreed with the author’s approach.  The committee unanimously agreed to recommend these books, and the planned curriculum, to Session for approval.  The committee also agreed that an adult leader should be present in each group gathering to support the college-age leaders.  Ryan noted that Ralph Faxel, the boy’s adult leader, will not be able to be at all sessions through the summer.

ACTION:  Request Session approval of Wonderful Wednesdays’ girls curriculum based on “A Journal on Relationships” and “Light for My Path for Teens.”  Also, request approval of Ralph Faxel as adult leader for the boys group.
Sr. High Wednesday Gathering – Ongoing, and summer “session” started this past Wednesday, 6/21.  The committee discussed the objectives of this program and Ryan gave his inputs on it as a means of opening communication about things that are going on with the youth, and to help them prepare for the remainder of the week.  There was agreement on the need to come up with a good name for this program. 

ACTION:  Sr. High team needs to identify a name for the Wednesday program.

· Other Activities:

June 23, Jr. High Movie Night, will be using the movie “Miracle” based on “Blockbuster Movie Events” curriculum by Bryan Belknap (Group Publishing, Inc.).  The committee noted that this curriculum needs to be submitted to Session for approval, retroactively for this first event, as the Jr. High team expects to use it in the future also.

ACTION:  Request Session approval of “Blockbuster Movie Events, Relevant Retreats and Movie Nights” by Bryan Belknap from Group Publishing, Inc.

July 7, Jr. High “Hang Out Night” planned for Fellowship Hall will be a time for fellowship and games.  After brief discussion, there was agreement that Bouton Hall would be a better location.

ACTION:  Nina will change the reservation to Bouton Hall on the calendar for this event.

July 28, Sr. High Planning Retreat in Galveston will be time at the beach, then planning and group building for the coming year; youth are returned home around midnight.

July 29, we are looking at both youth groups attending Astros game (this is a Presbyterian day)

ACTION:  Nina will check with Astros about scheduling and get info.

August 11, Jr. High Midnight Madness at Church will be time of planning and group building for the coming year; concludes with vesper service at midnight.

· Requests from Children’s Ministry Committee:  Ryan brought two questions from CMC about the dates for Rally Day and Midnight Madness.  CMC is looking at 8/27, 8/20, and 8/13, in that order of preference, for setting the date for Rally Day.  The committee agreed there were no constraints on youth planning or programming for the selection of any of the dates.  The committee provided 8/11 as the date planned for Jr. High Midnight Madness.

2.  The committee reviewed and discussed the status of the upcoming worship service for the youth on Sunday, 6/25 at 7:00 p.m.  Ryan has worked with Glenn on the outline of the service and the music that Joyful Noyz will be playing.  The words for the music and any congregational prayers/readings will be projected (rather than in printed format); Ryan will submit readings and order of service content to Nina by Friday for the computer files.  The committee discussed some scheduling issues with the current date of 7/23 for the July service and the alternative date of 7/30.  The committee also discussed some specific aspects of planning for the youth worship services.

3.  The committee discussed the status of the upcoming Jr. High youth trip to Mo-Ranch.  Ryan reported that things are on track, and that the youth and sponsors will need to fill out forms specifically for Mo-Ranch.  The committee agreed that a pre-trip meeting for youth, parents, and sponsors should be held to cover needs (such as the forms), final payments, schedules, expectations, etc. (using the Sr. High Mission Trip meeting as a model).  The committee set 7/2 after the 11:00 service as the time for the meeting.

ACTIONS:
Ryan will put together the information packets for the meeting.



Chuck and Ryan will work determination of final amount due.



Nina will send out e-mail note about the meeting.

4.  The committee discussed the recreation items the youth have received, and the current receipt of an air hockey table from the Koesters, and determining how to make them available for use by the youth, and church membership in general, by manage their use and storage.  The committee decided that, for the time being, they will be placed in the original Jr. High room (noting the plan is to return the youth to this room if the air conditioning and mold issues can be resolved).  The committee also agreed it would be helpful if the ping-pong table could remain stored in the Children’s office area for a short time longer.

ACTION:  Chuck will contact CMC with request for the ping-pong table to remain stored in the office back room for a short time longer.

5.  Ryan verified for the committee that he has the paperwork for submitting PYCC representatives and that there is plenty of time until the inputs are due.  The committee is working the process for consider interested youth and making the selections.

ACTION:  Chuck will send a note to the Sr. High youth asking that anyone who is interested in serving as a WPC PYCC rep should contact Ryan.

