Sunday, April 23, 2006
Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church Session held its stated meeting on Sunday, April 23, 2006, in the Meeting Room. Moderator Reverend Mark Cooper opened the meeting promptly 3:30 p.m. with a reading of Psalm 148 followed by prayer. 

A quorum consisting of the following was present: Moderator Reverend Helen Deleon; Associate Pastor for Children & Youth Reverend Ryan Sills; Ruling Elders Carl Allen, Susan Anderson, Karla Bradley, Jennifer Carr, Kathy Dixon, Watson Dupont, Diane Kane, Phyllis Koenig, Al Manson, Stacy Menard, Chuck Moede, Carlos Noriega, Marjorie Seiter, and Reese Terry.

Ruling Elders Carol Bachtel, Karen High, Johnny Jones, Evan Lapka, Judy Ota, and Ross Looney were absent.
Treasurer Priscilla (Pat) Koester was also present.
The agenda was adopted as amended. Gene Fisseler was elected Clerk Pro Tem.

Treasurer’s Report

The Session received the Treasurer’s Report. 
Session Action: Upon recommendation of the Treasurer, the Session voted to extend the church’s bank line of credit at terms to be determined.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the stated Session meeting of March 26, 2006, were approved as amended (meeting date in title of document).  The minutes of the called Session meeting of April 9, 2006, were approved. 
Clerk’s Report

· There was no correspondence to be communicated to the Session by the Clerk.
· Statistical Information 
Membership as of March 21, 2006


683 members

393 families

Gains through…



    0


   

Losses by Death


l
    1


   
Membership as of April 22, 2006


682


393
Baptized persons who have not made a profession of faith: 155

   

Total Children, Youth and Adults 


683
· Added to the Roll Triumphant 1
Audrey Proctor died on [date] 

Old Business
Session Action: The Session voted to (retroactively) approve communion celebrated at the April 22, 2006 Session Retreat. 
New Business
Session Action: The Session voted to approve the following to serve as delegates to the Tuesday, May 16, 2006 Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant: Elders Jennifer Carr and Reese Terry. 
There was discussion leading to a request that the Clerk look ahead to the remaining 2006 Presbytery meetings, to bring those dates to the next meeting of Session, and based on attendance at previous Presbytery meetings by Session members, and to pre-assign delegates based on the best calendar information available.
Elder Carl Allen, Chair of the 2006 Nominating Committee, requested all Session members to prayerfully consider serving as Vice Chair this year and Chair next year.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Worship (Manson/Anderson) – The Committee endorsed the re-arrangement of the chancel chairs from being hidden behind the pulpit to the center of the chancel and visible over the Communion Table.  Accommodation for chancel Bible and hymnal storage for the pastors will be explored in conjunction with Buildings & Grounds.  Sanctuary lighting improvement efforts have been initiated.  Sanctuary Guild workdays and Buildings & Grounds workdays will be coordinated.  There will be made minor adjustments to the “staging” of Communion service to the Congregation; specifically, Elders will ascend the chancel steps to the Communion Table rather than have the pastors descend them to the Elders.  Efforts to make Bibles available to choir members during worship are underway.
Care (Ota/Lapka) – There was no report.
Mission (Allen/Seiter/Koenig/) – The Committee announced a new Mission program called WPC Patriots, the purpose of which is to reach out and provide support WPC families with members serving in the military though prayer, communication, and gifts. Volunteers with send letters of encouragement, birthday and holiday cards, “care” packages members of the armed services whose families are members of WPC.  Other Committee happenings include the March 19 Blood Drive, the March 25 Habitat for Humanity work day, and the One Great Hour of Sharing offering collected on April 9, Palm Sunday.
Stewardship & Finance (Utterback/High) – There was no report.
Children (Kane/Bradley) – The Children’s Committee announced that it has hired three (3) nursery workers, none of whom have achieved 18 years of age.  The search for a Nursery Supervisor and Sunday School Superintendent continues.  The Committee has put much effort into the Family Festival set for April 30 and still lining up church member-volunteers to help with welcoming non-church-member participants to the event.  April 30 is also the date of the Children’s Musical. A date to recognize children’s teachers and program volunteers during Sunday morning worship is being considered.  Vacation Bible School planning is progressing well.
Youth (Moede/Dupont) – The Committee reminded the Session of its examination of the 2006 Confirmation Class on May 6.  Session members will meet at 4:45 p.m. to discuss expectations and process.  The 2006 Class is includes 15 youth and the examination should be completed by 6:00 p.m.  Other Committee activities include the consideration of PYCC nominations, Youth involvement in the Family Festival, and the launch of a Sunday evening Youth worship service on the fourth Sunday of each month.
Fellowship & Welcoming (Menard/Bachtel/Carr) – Unless volunteers come forward to cook, May 10 will be the last Wednesday Night Supper this spring.  The dinners will resume August 16.  Other Fellowship activities on the calendar include: Potluck lunch (picnic theme), June 25; Ice Cream Social, August 12; Luau, August 27; Potluck Lunch (Oktoberfest theme, tentative), October 29; Fa-La-La (November 5); and, Christmas Festival (December 10).  The Committee continues to look for volunteers to populate its Greeting Team, New Member Team, and Visitor Team.  Each Session member is requested to alert their committees and teams that use of dishes and other kitchen utensils by church members is complete only when the items are washed, dried thoroughly, and returned to their original storage locations.
Administration (Terry/Noriega) – The Committee reported that progress continues to be made in upgrading the church website to allow for an interactive calendar function. In addition to eliminating the charge for recordings of Sunday services, the web team is exploring ways to post the sermon texts or making digital recordings downloadable to members.  Provision for a renewed long-range planning team is being evaluated.  The WPC Logo contest continues.
Adult Education (Dixon) – The new Adult Education offerings were successfully launched on April 24, during the Sunday School hour.  
Buildings & Grounds (Looney/Jones) – The Committee continues its review of all church contracts.  Projects on the horizon include sidewalk repairs, chancel furniture upgrades, and a workday to be scheduled in May.  Emphasis in the next two weeks will be modifications to space in the Sanctuary Building to accommodate revival of Coffee Fellowship following worship.
STAFF REPORTS

Senior Pastor: Mark Cooper briefly discussed the importance of “coffee fellowship” to the life of the church and announced that the Welcoming & Fellowship Team was working with Building & Grounds and the Deacons to soon return these fellowship activities in the Narthex following both Sunday worship services.  The room currently used by the Deacons for preparation of communion elements will be modified by Buildings & Grounds to accommodate shared use of the space by coffee fellowship volunteers.
Associate Pastor:  Ryan Sills reminded Session members that the Youth Musical will be the centerpiece of the 11:00 a.m. worship service on April 30.  In addition, the Family Festival will take place later in the afternoon.  He asked that the youth be kept in Session members’ prayers as they prepare for their summer trips. 
Associate Pastor: Due to the late hour, Helen Deleon elected to refrain from a lengthy report.
The next called meeting of Session will be Saturday, May 6, 2006, to conduct examination of 2006 Confirmation Class.  
The next stated meeting of Session will be Sunday, May 21, 2006 from 3:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room.   

Having no further business, the Session voted to adjourn. Associate Pastor Helen Deleon closed the meeting with prayer at 5:10 p.m.

____________________

Gene P. Fisseler

Clerk of Session Pro Tem
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