Deacon Board Minutes
Webster Presbyterian Church
September 5, 2013
Deacon Roster: (P=Present; A=Absent)

	Name
	Zone
	Attd.
	Name
	Zone
	Attd.

	Marco Balletto
	Youth
	A
	Phyllis Koenig
	14
	P

	Sherwin Bigueras
	21
	A
	Joan Littleton
	8
	P

	Cathy Black
	20
	P
	Ron Middaugh
	19
	P

	Michael Cooper
	5
	P
	Sandy Murphy
	17
	A

	Brenda Faxel
	12
	A
	Jeanie Murray
	10
	P

	Cynthia Floyd
	18
	A
	Mike Russell
	4
	P

	Marjy Fulton
	9
	P
	Janice Smith-Bagheri
	3
	P

	Mary Goeckler
	7
	P
	Sue Thompson
	2
	P

	Kim Harano
	15
	P
	Anne Waehner
	16
	P

	Margaret Harris
	11
	A
	Greg Wilson
	6
	P

	Janette Johnson
	13
	P
	Tom Writer
	1
	P


Moderator Jeanie Murray opened the meeting with prayer and was called to order at 7pm.  The minutes from the previous meeting were approved by a motion from Michael Cooper, seconded by Sue Thompson and unanimously voted by members present. 

Special Needs Children Presentation – Elder George James 

George James made a power point presentation and showed a video about how we could create a WPC ministry for special needs children. George has a son on the autism spectrum who attends a local Catholic church but WPC has Mark Godwin (age 15) who we could learn from. These children can’t function in a traditional environment. George told us about what several other churches (including First Presbyterian) are doing for these children with special services and Sunday school – very focused on music and non-traditional ways of learning/interacting. George plans to talk with many of the WPC committees and would like to create a Special Needs Advocate, have a monthly Special Needs Sunday School, and generate other ideas as to how we could reach out to the Special Needs families in our area.
Pastors Report – Pastor Helen DeLeon 

· Rally day is renamed to Spirit Day and will be held on 9/8/13 with a pancake breakfast and two mission projects (Agape bags and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance infant bags) at 9am followed by one worship service at 10:15am.
· Whitney Bodman from Austin Seminary will be guest preacher and lead Adult Sunday school on Modern Islam on 9/15/13.
· Free the Captives benefit is set for October 12, 2013 with doors opening at 6:15 and concert beginning at 7:00.  This will consist of WPC musicians, Anya Ezhevskaya’s spoken word poetry and live art drawings to be auctioned, and girls’ craft sale.  The cost will be $10.00 with advance sales to the congregation on Sunday October 6, 2013.
· Stewardship Sunday is October 27, 2013 with one worship service at 10:15 am followed by the stewardship presentation.

· Transplant fund is at $8979 – very close to our goal of $10,000.

· Session has approved a sabbatical for Pastor Helen to go to Peru from January through March 2014. She is already learning Spanish and plans to immerse herself in the language and culture to prepare for our church mission trip to Peru in July and also hopes to learn ways to better interact with our neighbors here who speak Spanish and live as an “other”.
· Deacon training will need to be in December before Pastor Helen leaves. Pastor Helen Rose will handle all the pastoral care so the deacons will need to step up and try to be the first line of contact for our members.

Session Report – Janis Edwards was absent 
Old Business

.
· Next deacon meeting on October 3, 2013 at 6:30 pm at Mario’s Flying Pizza on NASA Parkway.
New Business
· Discussed what to do with gluten-free wafers for communion. Phyllis Koenig will get some small plastic bags to put them in so they will not touch the bread or other wafers on the communion plate. Suggested announcing it in the bulletin and from the pulpit.
· Michael Cooper will handle the special communion on September 8.

· Joan Littleton would like the deacon chairs to give her a copy of the sign-up sheets for Communion, Prayers of the People, Refreshments, etc. so that she can post them on the Deacon web page for everyone.
· Cathy Black reported the need for more supplies to fill the Agape bags and the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance bags for September 8 at 9 am.
Transportation:

· Our regular pick-ups are going smoothly for Edna Arnold, Dorothy Kennedy and Jane Hibbetts.  
Community Service:
· Joan Littleton is emailing the deacon responsible for ICU bag delivery on the first Monday of their 2 week assignment. We need more puzzle books and lotion. Filled bags are ready on the shelves in the Gallery. We will put an insert in the bulletin asking for more supplies from the congregation in the next couple of weeks.
Communion :
· Janette Johnson reported that all the deacons have been notified for September communion.
Young at Heart :
· September 19th trip is to Beaumont to see Spindletop and the Texas Energy Museum and they will go through the art museum on their way to lunch at the restaurant.
· The next trip will be to see a castle in Bellville.
The meeting was closed with zone concerns and a group prayer.
