
Deacon Board Minutes

Webster Presbyterian Church

June 3, 2010 

Deacon Roster: (P=Present; A=Absent)

	Name
	Zone
	Attd.
	Name
	Zone
	Attd.

	Wade Barclay
	7
	P
	Richard Koester
	21
	P

	Dave Bolon
	12
	A
	Cookie Leisenring
	18
	A

	Mike Bradley
	9
	P
	Joann Letson
	17
	P

	Paula Bray
	20
	P
	Judy Ota
	14
	P

	Caroline Brazzel
	5
	P
	Vacant
	2
	N/A

	Paul Cianchetti
	24
	P
	Katy Rendon
	13
	P

	Liz Clifford
	19
	P
	Joe Schwarz
	8
	P

	Roemehl Dewey
	23
	A
	Jerri Terry
	10
	P

	Sandra Dwyer
	4
	P
	Ed Tobia
	11
	A

	Bambi Fitzgerald
	1
	P
	Jamee Wilson
	6
	P

	Kim Harano
	15
	P
	Vacant
	3
	N/A

	Jackie Hart
	22
	P
	Sarah Faxel
	Youth
	A

	Carole Kloves
	16
	P
	
	
	


Also In attendance: Pastor Helen DeLeon

Moderator Kim Harano called the meeting to order at 6:36 pm with a prayer & musical devotional led by S&y Dwyer.

 Joann Letson introduced the speaker, Ava Sloan from Brookdale Senior Living, who talked about the various types of Senior Housing.  Independent Living provides meals for independent residents, Assisted Living provides Seniors with some assistance with daily activities, Memory Care provides services for Seniors with cognitive difficulties such as Alzheimers  & Dementia & Nursing Homes provide Seniors with the highest level of care.  Ava stressed the importance of sitting down with a family to assess both their physical & emotional needs; looking at our elders as a whole person rather then a set of symptoms.  She encouraged people to make connections with Seniors through active listening, getting to know them & letting them know they are important.  The incidence of  depression & suicide are very high in our elderly that can develop out of  loneliness &  medical concerns.  Ava talked about organizations that assist Seniors in fulfilling a dream or in making dream-sharing connections.  They include “Seniors Have Dreams Too”, “2nd Wind Dreams”, the “Twilight Wish Foundation” & “Ageless Dreamer”.   Ava provided resource books for the deacons & recommended resources such as United Way’s Sheltering Arms, which does home health & operates as a referral source.  They also provide an Adult Day Care.   She described gate-keeper programs that train HPD, Houston Firefighters, Reliant Energy workers, ATT workers etc to watch for red flags that indicate a need for assistance.   Ava reminded deacons to be watchful for the missing in action & keep an eye out every day.  The local Red Cross was named as a source that offers transportation.   A discussion followed on how to help provide purpose for our elder WPC members.  Sandy Dwyer suggested having a senior, who can read, read to those who can’t.  If they can knit or crochet, they can do so for those in need.  Others, per Helen, make phone calls.  Ava offered to send links to Helen about engaging older volunteers.  Deacons were encouraged to be mindful of talking to people in their zones & noting absences to be able to follow up on them.

Pastor Remarks- Helen announced that she had a great meeting with Steve Speidel about expanding POP to the Bay Area.  They were very well received by Clear Lake Regional & plan to set up meetings with area pastors, rabbis, imams etc, who would then go to their own congregations to get volunteers who would be trained by Steve to be a spiritual presence.  The nominating committee is scheduled to meet this month to discuss filling the two vacant deacon seats.  Deacons are encouraged to provide nominations to Shallon Barboza.

Old Business- Minutes from the May meeting were approved with no changes.  Judy Ota encouraged Deacons who have not had their pictures taken to please contact Tina Looney to arrange a photo op.

New Business—Joe Schwarz reported that the transportation committee is working on valet service on Sundays, as well as on transportation volunteers.  Jill Cooper is looking into insurance liability of parking someone else’s car for the possibility of developing a service assisting WPC senior members with mobility issues or when all handicapped parking spaces are filled.  

Zone Information-Richard Koester reported that Van Skiles has moved to Regal Estates & may need transportation to church once Betty gets there.  Betty is in Baywind currently.  Helen announced that Ashley & David Rogers had a child two weeks ago.  Jamee Wilson reported on Emily Marsh, who is at Clear Lake Rehabilitation.  Jackie Hart reported that Marilyn Burchsted has been released & is doing well.  Liz Clifford reported that Jane Cook’s cousin died recently &  Judy Ota reported that Ruth McDonald.’s husband is having problems. Kim Harano began discussion of members  who have no zone assigned & reported there are several zones that are very fast growing .  She requested help in realigning zones & Carole Kloves, Richard Koester & Joann Letson volunteered.  Helen reported that the session is in the process of cleaning the rolls of those families who have not had any contact with WPC & that they have identified those who are to be removed & voted to approve the removal.  Helen recommended realigning after this is done.  Deacons will get new rosters once completed.  Kim reminded deacons that we are to notify our partners if we are going on vacation.  Also, let Carolyn in the church office know.

Committee Updates/Reports- Young at Heart:  Liz Clifford reported that they have had to cancel two trips because of low turnout & expressed concern that if many more are cancelled it will be difficult to book the buses.  Liz also reported that the flower delivery is going well & announced dates where she needed volunteers.  Volunteers were identified. Community Service-The Blood Drive was reported as successful with 19 church members giving blood.  Communications-Judy Ota reiterated the importance of getting deacon pictures completed.  Paul Cianchetti asked about communion prep for the summer months with one service & it was agreed that the number of loaves & glasses will need to be increased.  This will affect two services.  Jamee Wilson volunteered to assist Joann Letson with the July communion.

The meeting was closed with prayer at approximately 8:00 pm.


