
Deacon Board Minutes

Webster Presbyterian Church

February 4, 2010 

Deacon Roster: (P=Present; A=Absent)

	Name
	Zone
	Attd.
	Name
	Zone
	Attd.

	Wade Barclay
	7
	P
	Richard Koester
	21
	P

	Dave Bolon
	12
	P
	Cookie Leisenring
	18
	P

	Mike Bradley
	9
	A
	Joann Letson
	17
	A

	Paula Bray
	20
	P
	Judy Ota
	14
	P

	Caroline Brazzel
	5
	P
	Judy Ramsay
	2
	A

	Paul Cianchetti
	24
	P
	Katy Rendon
	13
	A

	Liz Clifford
	19
	P
	Joe Schwarz
	8
	P

	Roemehl Dewey
	23
	P
	Jerri Terry
	10
	A

	Sandra Dwyer
	4
	P
	Ed Tobia
	11
	P

	Bambi Fitzgerald
	1
	A
	Jamee Wilson
	6
	P

	Kim Harano
	15
	P
	Julie Yencharis
	3
	P

	Jackie Hart
	22
	A
	Sarah Faxel
	Youth
	P

	Carole Kloves
	16
	A
	
	
	


Also In attendance:  Care Elder Kathy Braeuer and Pastor Helen DeLeon.

The meeting was opened at 6:38 pm with a devotional and prayer by Liz Clifford.

Pastor Helen Deleon introduced guest speaker, Steve Spidell, who spoke about our role as deacons when making hospital visitations.  Steve encouraged everyone making hospital visits to help by being present, focusing on the sick and listening in a focused and intentional manner without judgment or opinion.  He encouraged all visitors to reflect back what they hear, so that the one visited knows they’ve been heard.    In situations where it is difficult to talk to the patient because they are surrounded by family members, Steve suggested speaking to and being supportive of the one who is most quiet.  Upon arrival, if you find that the patient does not wish to have visitors, be very brief, express that the church is thinking of them and leave.  Steve also recommended following up with a person a couple days after being released from the hospital.  Steve finished by stating that we can request to have him or someone else visit in our stead, should we be unable to visit a church member in the downtown medical district by emailing him at stevespidell@popministry.org.  

Pastor & Session Remarks

It was reported by Pastor Helen that several WPC members have been released from the hospital and she gave updates on each, as well as reporting on upcoming concerns for other members.   Pastor Helen stated that many of our elderly members are experiencing diminished capacity either mentally or physically or will experience this in the near future.  She discussed the need to form a special team to address their needs.  On February 19th at 7 pm Pastor Helen will be conducting a funeral service for a non-member as a kindness to them.  No Deacon involvement is required at this time.

Elder Remarks-Kathy  reported briefly on results of the recent annual meeting and mentioned there had been changes in some Elder assignments.  She also reported on the excellent work that Building & Grounds has been doing to save the church money.  Kathy requested help with communion for the Easter Vigil and Ash Wednesday  She also reported that the Tuesday Lenten Devotionals are set to begin  at 11:30 am on February 23 and asked for volunteers to assist in lunch preparation.  Any who can help is asked to contact Nina Moede.  Kathy also reported on the programmable thermostats and asked that everyone schedule meetings on the church calendar.

Pastor Helen reported the following events leading up to Easter and encouraged all to attend as many as possible.“

Ash Wednesday

February 17
6:30 pm

Palm Sunday

March 28
Both services

Maundy Thursday
April 1

7 pm

Good Friday

April 2

7 pm

Easter Vigil

April 3

 8pm

Easter 


April 4

Both services

Moderator

The  January meeting minutes were unanimously approved.

Old Business-Sign up sheets were again distributed for those who where unable to sign at the last meeting.  Helen requested that all deacons inform zones about WPC Easter services.

New Business-Sunday Flowers :  Liz Clifford suggested that the Sunday flowers be delivered to a shut-in and she is willing to co-ordinate the program. It was suggested that Deacons be responsible for the delivery of the flowers twice per year, a vote taken and the program was approved unanimously.

Zone Information-Deacons were encouraged to send out their yearly  introductory letters if they had not already done so.  A discussion ensued about returned mail and Deacons were asked to report any returned mail to the church office.  There was a short discussion about problems w/ members being shown in the wrong zone and these should also be reported to the church office.  Inactive members should also be reported.

Committee Updates/Reports

Community Service:  Dave Bolon reported he had received a letter from the blood bank about participating in a blood drive for 2010.  It was discussed and agreed he would schedule a time.  He also announced that WPC has been declared a gold level member and will be receiving an award.

Young At Heart announced the upcoming event on February 25th which includes the Nolan Ryan museum.  The event for  March will include Bayou Bend.

The meeting closed with prayer at 8:12 pm.


