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Board of Deacons Meeting Minutes
January 7, 2016
Present:	India Allen, Cathy Black, Anna Mae Boyer, Elizabeth Clifford, Jimm Cooper, Rev. Helen DeLeon, Cynthia Floyd, Marjy Fulton Nancy Gutske, Kim Harano, Kim Kinzler, Liz Loynes, Mary Matson, Shari McIntosh, Marsha Millsap, Carol Owen, Will Powers, Mike Russell, Jeanette Schwartz, Vicki Smith, Greg Wilson, and Elder Jim Young. 

Absent:  	Vance Boyer, Alexander Bradley, Freeman Gregory, Char Larsen, Kaleigh Magnant, Kitty Marquardt, 
Excused:	Olive Thunyani    
 italics – outgoing   Bold - incoming

(Refreshments provided courtesy of Jeanette Schwartz and Kim Kinzler)

1 & 2.	Opening.  The meeting was opened at 7:00 p.m. with a devotion and prayer let by Liz Clifford.

3.	Meeting Minutes:  The November 2015 Deacon meeting minutes were approved.

4.	Deacon Transition:  A few minutes were given for outgoing Deacons to share zone information with incoming deacons.  Following that period, the Deacons gave thanks and sweet gifts to the outgoing deacons.  The outgoing deacons were then excused from the rest of the meeting. 

5.	Training:  Rev. Helen De Leon   (Helen provided a PowerPoint presentation; highlighted points of her training are
included in “Pastor’s Report” below.)

6.	Notebooks and Resources:  Liz Clifford shared the information that is available in the Zone notebooks. It was noted that some items will need updating. Updated Zone member lists were passed out to all Deacons along with the zone partner list. People were encouraged to contact the office and their zone partner when they will be out of town or unavailable to carry out their duties if a member needed care.

7.	Pastor’s Report:   Helen advised that the practice of deacons offering the Prayers of the People on third Sundays is “on hold” for the time being. Helen and Keith are working out a new format, and the deacons will be brought back on board when that is accomplished.

Sunday, January 10, there will be an opportunity for renewal of baptismal vows during both worship services, however, deacons will not be needed, as it will be handled in a much simpler way this time. Deacons will be given the opportunity to lead in this manner in the future.

Helen asked that each deacon submit to her a list of people in their zones who are “home bound.”  She and Keith want to set up a schedule for visiting each of them.

At some point during the year, Helen and Keith are going to train deacons in the serving of home communion. At that time, deacons will be asked to sign up in pairs to take communion to home bound members on the first Sunday of each month.

Helen and Liz have talked about training, and there will be several trainings offered for deacons during the monthly meetings throughout the year.

In the training portion of her report, Helen encouraged deacons to make contact with every person in their zones at least once each month—by any means they can find—letter, email, phone, text, etc. She reminded them that it is not necessary for them to provide all the ongoing care (as in meals, etc.) for people in their zones who are in need, rather, these situations provide opportunities to engage and encourage members in their zones to care for their neighbors. Helen passed out handouts of the PowerPoint presentation she made that includes resources for this purpose (Take Them a Meal and Perfect Potluck websites; Helen’s cell phone number). 

8.	Session Report:  Elder Jim Young-No report

9.	Old Business:  None

10.	New Business: None

11.	Sign Up Sheets:  Passed out and returned

12.	Committee Reports:
a.	Hospitality: no report
b.	Communications:  no report.
c.	Community Service: no report.
	d.	Immediate Care:  no report
e.	Transportation:  no report

The meeting was closed at 8:45 p.m. with a prayer led by Liz Clifford…


The next meeting will be held on February 4, 2016.
(Refreshments provided courtesy of Anna Mae Boyer and Marsha Millsap. Jimm Cooper will provide the devotion and prayer)



